
2018
SEX OFFENDER  
MANAGEMENT 
CONFERENCE

YAKIMA 
CONVENTION
CENTER

MAY
8–10



notes



 
 

 

 
 
 

Greetings from the Governor 
May 8, 2018 

 
 
Welcome and thank you for attending the second Washington State Sex Offender Management 
Conference. 
 
Washington continues to lead the nation in sex offender policy and management thanks to your 
hard work and dedication. In 2017, when we hosted the inaugural conference, your commitment to 
continuing education and attaining success led to us reaching capacity for that considerable venue. 
This year, I hope that you have the opportunity to network with others in the field and that you 
leave here with more tools and strategies for sustaining yourself in this challenging line of work.  
 
A key initiative in my administration has been promoting wellness and well-being among state 
employees and all Washingtonians. So I am pleased that this year’s conference places a spotlight on 
your personal sustainability as practitioners and leaders. I appreciate how demanding your jobs are 
and what a difficult environment we all work in. From the day two keynote speaker, Dr. Michael 
Bourke, head of the U.S. Marshals Service’s Behavioral Analysis Unit, to workshops and peer 
discussions, I hope this conference is a turning point for sustaining your long-term commitment to 
this work as well as your own care and development.   
 
Thank you for coming, and please accept my best wishes for a rewarding and productive meeting.  

 
Very truly yours, 

 
 
 
 

Jay Inslee 
Governor 



Day 1: TUESDAY, MAY 8

Room A Room B Room 100 Room 200

LEO RSO coordinator 
101: Part 1

Presenters: Dallas Dusek and  
Tina Keller       

LEO Commercial sexual 
exploitation: Part 1 

Presenters: Valiant Richey, 
Peter Qualliotine, James 
Olsen                       

CC From treatment to 
transition: Part 1   

Presenters: Elena Lopez and 
Dominic Winter

J
Juvenile registration 
101 

Presenter: Jedd Pelander

LEO
RSO coordinator  
101: Part 2    

Presenters: Dallas Dusek and 
Tina Keller       

LEO Commercial sexual 
exploitation: Part 2      

Presenter: Valiant Richey                   

CC
From treatment to 
transition: Part 2       

Presenters: Elena Lopez and  
Dominic Winter

TP VS Treating sexual 
offenders who 

have intellectual/
developmental disabilities     

Presenters: Christine Gomes,  
Brittany West, Steve 
Donovan, Amanda Fenrich

LE CC Sex offender 
supervision in 

the Digital Age 

Presenter: Matthew 
McDaniel

LP VS Legislative 
updates               

Presenter: John Cummings

J  Children’s 
Administration 

overview: Sexually 
Aggressive Youth and 
Physically Aggressive/
Assaultive Youth 
programs         

Presenters: Joshua 
Koutecky, Katrina Tangedahl, 
Chris McLaughlin

ALL End of Sentence 
Review Committee 
101  

Presenters: Jacob Bezanson,  
Jedd Pelander, Victoria 
Roberts 

LEO  Face-to-face RSO 
contacts           

Presenter: Allan O’Neill       

TP Skill building in sex 
offender treatment 

Presenters: Alina Shaw and 
Megan Reese

VS State sex offender 
public website and 

additional victims 
notification resources          

Presenters: Terrina Peterson 
and Steven Briggs

ALL End of Sentence 
Review Committee 

101  

Presenters: Jacob Bezanson,  
Jedd Pelander, GayLynn 
Jackson, Victoria Roberts 

1–1:50 p.m.

2–2:50 p.m.

3–3:50 p.m.

4–4:50 p.m.

9–9:30 A.m. CHECK-IN

9:30–10 a.m. OPENING SPEAKER: Juli Ana Grant, Senior Policy Advisor – SMART Office 

10–11:50 a.m. KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Patty Wetterling, “Jacob’s Hope” 

12:00 P.m. LUNCH

BALLROOM



Day 1: TUESDAY, MAY 8

Room 300 Room F Room G Room H

LP TP DOC’s Sex 
Offender 

Treatment and 
Assessment Program: 
Part 1                

Presenters: Corey McNally 
and Faith Golden                  

VS Understanding risk 
for sex offenders

Presenters:  
Renee Schuiteman,  
Jacob Bezanson, Hilary 
Williams

ALL Q&A with Patty 
Wetterling

LP TP DOC’s Sex 
Offender 

Treatment and 
Assessment Program: 
Part 2               

Presenters: Corey McNally 
and Faith Golden                  

LP Prosecuting failure 
to register cases          

Presenter: John Cummings

J Juvenile 
Supervision and 
Special Sex 

Offender Disposition 
Alternative programs               

Presenter: Don Loen

TP Best practices in 
supervision with 

early career treatment 
providers    

Presenters: John 
Gruenewald and Megan 
Reese

LP Cases involving 
familial victims 

Presenters: Rebecca Kedigh 
and Mallorie Hardesty

J Treating youth with 
sexual behavioral 

issues in the community        

Presenter: Ken Schafer            

CC Reentry 101: 
Supporting 

successful transition by 
offering reentry pathways     

Presenters: Danielle 
Armbruster, Jim Harms,   
Franklyn Smith

1–1:50 p.m.

2–2:50 p.m.

3–3:50 p.m.

4–4:50 p.m.

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members

LEGEND



Room A Room B Room 100 Room 200

LE ALL U.S. Marshals 
Service             

Presenter: Bill Downey       

LP CC VS Exiled in 
America: 

Sex Offender Reentry 
and Housing Policy

Presenter: Chris Dum                      

LE J Child sex 
trafficking

Presenter: Kyle McNeal

TP Female sex 
offenders: Who are 

they and why do we 
treat them? 
Presenters: Cathi Harris, 
Dana Hufford, Stephanie 
Pitkin

Room A Room B Room 100 Room 200

LE Human trafficking

Presenter: Capt. 
Michael Edwards 

ALL Q&A with the author 
of “Exiled in 
America”                      

Presenter: Chris Dum                     

 TP Assisting those 
with intellectual 

disability increase their 
response to treatment 

Presenters: Mary-Catherine 
Kenny, Nikki Rymer, Rachel 
DeLateur

LE J Integration of 
electronic 

storage detection K-9 in 
your case

Presenters: Det. Ian 
Polhemus and Police Dog 
Bear

LE When sex offenders 
roar      

Presenter: Fred Wist 

LE J Internet 
Crimes 

Against Children Task 
Force overview        
Presenter: Capt. Michael 
Edwards     

TP “It’s not denial if it 
isn’t true”: Working 
with sex offenders 

in pre-contemplation 

Presenters: Joseph Bigelow 
and Kimberly Stavrum

 LP VS Rape culture: 
What is it and 
what can we 

do about It?                 

Presenter: Kerry McCarthy

LE Statutory rape and 
sex offender 
registration:  

Lessons learned

Presenter: Eric Eisenberg

TP Improving sex 
offender treatment 
delivery        

Presenters: Alina Shaw and 
Henry Abghari

 LE Treatment 101 

 
Presenters: Cathi Harris, 
Amanda DeBleeker, Jerry 
Finley

LP CC VS  
 

The Indeterminate 
Sentence Review Board: 
Part 1 

Presenters: Kecia Rongen, 
Jeff Patnode, Sheila 
Lewallen, Kristi Busch

 LE Public records and 
electronic records 
keeping 

Presenter: Sara di Vittorio  

LP Providing expert 
testimony    

Presenter: Brad Meryhew

TP High Acuity Milieu 
development 

Presenters: Brandon Duncan 
and Catriona Braid

ALL The Indeterminate 
Sentence Review 

Board: Part 2               

Presenters: Kecia Rongen, 
Jeff Patnode, Sheila 
Lewallen, Kristi Busch

11–11:50 A.m.

12:00 P.m.

8–10:50 A.m.

1–1:50 p.m .

2–2:50 p.m .

3–3:50 p.m .

4–4:50 p.m .

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Michael Bourke - “Safeguarding” / BALLROOM  

LUNCH / BALLROOM  

Day 2: Wednesday, MAY 9

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members



11–11:50 A.m.

12:00P.m.

8–10:50 A.m.

1–1:50 p.m .

2–2:50 p.m .

3–3:50 p.m .

4–4:50 p.m .

Room 300 Room F Room G Room H

Room 300 Room F Room G Room H

CC Working with, rather 
than against, denial: 
Part 1        

Presenter: Brent Borg

 VS What could the role 
of an advocate look 
like?

Presenters: Maddie Graves-
Wilson, Sheila Lewallen, 
Darby Stewart

  LP Sex offender 
treatment in the 
community 

Presenters: Minna Swartz 
and Sharese Jones

CC Working with, rather 
than against, denial: 
Part 2   

Presenter: Brent Borg

T Tribal nation 
networking and 
SMART Office Q&A 

Facilitator:                             
Julia Ana Grant

J Juvenile supervision 
and Juvenile 
Rehabilitation’s 

treatment model: Part 1 
Presenter: Jedd Pelander 

ALL Less restrictive 
alternative panel 

Panelists: Sonja 
Hardenbrook, Tiffany Pate, 
Chris Ervin, Jennifer Williams

J Juvenile supervision 
and Juvenile 
Rehabilitation’s 

treatment model: Part 2 

Presenter: Jedd Pelander

CC 71.09 commitment 
process and less 
restrictive 

alternative          

 Presenters: Fred Wist and 
Tiffany Pate

VS Sexual assault 
prevention: What is 
being done and how 

can we contribute?     

Presenter: Maddie Graves-
Wilson

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Michael Bourke - “Safeguarding” / BALLROOM  

LUNCH / BALLROOM  

Day 2: Wednesday, MAY 9



Room A Room B Room 100 Room 200

All Darkness to Light’s  
Stewards of Children©: Part 1

Presenter: Lisa Wahl

 LE Judgement and 
sentencing 

overview 

Presenter: Jonathan 
Meyer

LE DOC and its role in 
community 

supervision 

Presenters: Theresa 
Engdahl, Randy van 
Zandt, Kristine Skipworth, 
Dana Osborne

All
Darkness to Light’s  
Stewards of Children©: Part 2

Presenter: Lisa Wahl

LEO  Offender Watch 
Q&A

 TP Trauma-informed 
care 

Presenter: Sara 
Windsheimer 

 LEO SONAR quarterly 
meeting

LE VS J  
 

Sexual abuse – through 
the medical eye 

Presenter: Lisa Wahl

ALL Closing presentaion: WordWatch     

Presenter: Mary Laskowski

LEO SONAR quarterly 
meeting

8–8:50 A.m.

9–9:50 A.m.

10–10:50 A.m.

11–11:50 A.m.

12:00 P.m. LUNCH / BALLROOM  

Day 3: thursday, MAY 10

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members



Room 300 Room F Room G Room H

 
ALL

Special 
Commitment Center 
panel     

Panelists: Elena Lopez, Tony 
Bowie, Craig Mingay

CC Helping offenders 
make and maintain 

healthy relationships 

Presenters: Lisa Dandescu 
and Elsbeth Stebbins

ALL Law enforcement 
panel 

Panelists: Barry Folsom, 
Genell Price, Jamey McGinty

TP Making sense of sex 
offenders and what 
are we talking 

about? Part 1

Presenters: Holly Coryell and 
Michael O’Connell

LP Mandatory reporting 
and the Prison Rape 

Elimination Act              

Presenters: Kay Heinrich, 
Kathleen James, Eric 
Crawford

CC Early release date 
housing voucher 
program  

Presenter: Teresa Carlson

ALL Community 
Corrections panel                       

Panelists: Theresa Engdahl, 
Chad Hettinga, Karen 
Blatman-Byers, Kristine 
Skipworth, Shantel Ealy

TP Making sense of sex 
offenders and what 
are we talking 

about? Part 2

Presenters: Holly Coryell and 
Michael O’Connell

8–8:50 A.m.

9–9:50 A.m.

10–10:50 A.m.

11–11:50 A.m.

12:00 P.m.LUNCH / BALLROOM  

Day 3: thursday, MAY 10
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Juli Ana Grant, Senior Policy Advisor
SMART Office, US Department of Justice
Juli Ana Grant is a senior policy advisor for the Office of Sex 
Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering, 
and Tracking (SMART) in the U.S. Department of Justice, 
Office of Justice Programs. She advises states and tribes 
on sex offender registration and notification. In addition, Ms. 
Grant provides training and technical assistance to states 
and tribes on matters related to sex offender management, 
including specialized trainings for tribes that are developing 
these systems for the first time. Ms. Grant also works on 
the Tribal Access Project, a collaborative project providing tribes with the ability to access 
federal information-sharing databases, and the Native American Sex Offender Management 
project, which assists and supports tribes monitoring offenders in their communities. Prior 
to taking her position at SMART in 2010, Ms. Grant worked for the Office on Violence Against 
Women.

Prior to the Department of Justice, Ms. Grant managed the Sex Offense Management and 
Domestic Violence Programs and the Tribal Justice Exchange Project at the Center for 
Court Innovation, overseeing development and implementation of sex offense management 
programs, specialized sex offense courts and domestic violence courts in New York 
state, including developing collaborative projects, coordinating grant writing for innovative 
approaches, training advocates and other professionals and participating in countywide and 
statewide management committees. As part of the Tribal Justice Exchange Project team, 
Ms. Grant helped ensure tribal communities had access to training and ongoing technical 
assistance about problem-solving community-based practices and encouraged formal 
collaborations between traditional tribal justice systems and state and local court systems, 
as well as identifying and disseminating best practices developed in Indian country that could 
help strengthen public safety initiatives elsewhere in the U.S. In addition, she provided technical 
assistance to states on domestic violence issues to help design and develop protocols, 
research projects, service plans, resources and techniques for documenting results.

Before joining the center, Ms. Grant was the director of the primary victim services agency in 
Brooklyn Criminal, Community and Supreme Courts, the Kings County District Attorney’s Office 
and the Brooklyn Family Justice Center, overseeing staff providing crisis intervention, social 
services and restitution to victims of crime, as well as child care to families involved in the 
criminal courts system. In addition to supervising staff and services, Ms. Grant participated in 
planning committees, expanded outreach to underserved communities and developed early 
intervention projects for domestic and sexual violence victims.

OPening speaker
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Patty Wetterling
Jacob Wetterling Resource Center

Patty is the mother of Jacob Wetterling, who was 
abducted at the age of 11 by a masked gunman on 
Oct. 22, 1989, near his home in St. Joseph, Minnesota. 
Jacob’s remains were discovered Sept. 2, 2016, on a 
farm in Paynesville, Minnesota. Patty has become a 
nationally recognized educator on the issues of child 
abduction and sexual exploitation of children. Patty and 
her husband, Jerry, co-founded the Jacob Wetterling 
Resource Center to educate communities about child safety issues. Patty also co-
founded Team H.O.P.E., a national support group for families of missing children, and 
co-authored a book, “When Your Child is Missing: A Family Survival Guide,” along with 
four other families. 

Patty was selected by the Minneapolis Star Tribune as one of the 100 Most Influential 
Minnesotans of the Century. She is past director of Sexual Violence Prevention for 
the Minnesota Department of Health and was chair of the board of directors for the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children from 2012–15. Patty joined the 
Gundersen National Child Protection Training Center’s Speakers Bureau in 2015.

Day one keynote:
Jacob’s Hope
Patty will share her personal story of the investigation following her 
son’s abduction as well as lessons learned from working with hundreds 
of searching families across the nation. She will offer suggestions about 
what was helpful, what could have been better and how to best keep 
long-term missing cases alive and active. 

At the end of the presentation, participants will have more 
understanding of child abduction and the need for multijurisdictional 
collaboration during the ensuing investigation; learn about resources for 
investigators and how to work with the media and the victim’s family; 
and better comprehend how missing children are located and the follow-
up support needed for victims and their families.
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Michael Bourke, Ph.D.
U.S. Marshals Service
Michael is the chief psychologist for the U.S. Marshals Service and serves as the head 
of its Behavioral Analysis Unit. He has been a federal law enforcement officer since 2000 
and was deputized by the U.S.M.S. in 2008. Prior to joining the Marshals Service, he 
worked as a clinical psychologist for the federal prison system; from 2000 to 2006, he 
was assigned to the Sex Offender Treatment Program and Hypersexuality Management 
Program at the Federal Correctional Institution in Butner, North Carolina, and from July 
2006 to September 2008, he worked in the Commitment and Treatment Program for 
Sexually Dangerous Persons at the same institution.

Michael is a graduate of the Department of Defense Polygraph Institute and has 
conducted several hundred polygraph examinations of sex offenders. He is a regular consultant to federal, state and 
local law enforcement agencies on matters pertaining to sexual criminality, interviewing/interrogation techniques and 
psychological safeguarding of law enforcement personnel. He has served as a consultant to NBC’s  “Nightly News” 
and “The Today Show,” ABC’s “The Oprah Winfrey Show” and has appeared on FOX’s “America’s Most Wanted,” A&E’s 
“Manhunters” and CNN’s “The Hunt.”

An active researcher, Michael co-authored the “Butner Study” and published seminal work on the use of tactical 
polygraph with sex offenders. He serves on the editorial boards for two professional journals. His clinical and research 
interests include the assessment of sexual offenders, the art of interviewing and interrogation, the detection of 
deception, secondary stress among law enforcement personnel and investigative profiling. He has served as an adjunct 
faculty member at Nova Southeastern University, Walter Reed Army Medical Center and the Defense Intelligence 
Agency.

In 2008, he received the highest research honor awarded in the field of child exploitation by the United Kingdom’s Child 
Exploitation and Online Protection Centre, and in 2009, he was awarded the Pro-Humanitate Literary Award by the 
North American Resource Center for Child Welfare. He and his work have been profiled in the Monitor of the American 
Psychological Association, The Washington Post, The New York Times and several textbooks in forensic psychology.

In the area of community service, Michael serves as the Youth Protection Champion for the Boy Scouts of America’s 
National Capital Area Council. In this capacity, he serves as the consultant on youth protection for 56,000 Scouts and 
23,000 adult leaders.

Day two keynote:
Safeguarding
This presentation focuses on ensuring the psychological well-being of investigative and 
support personnel who work in the field of sexual abuse and exploitation. The presenter 
reviews the literature in the area of secondary traumatic stress and vicarious traumatization, 
and summarizes important issues for investigators, prosecutors, probation officials, 
treatment providers and others who are exposed to disturbing material in the course of their 
work. Also addressed are ways to build resilience and the use of effective coping strategies. 

The session will cover secondary traumatic stress and vicarious traumatization; those who 
are affected by secondary traumatic stress and vicarious traumatization and how they 
are affected; how to protect ourselves from the effects of secondary traumatic stress and 
vicarious traumatization; and how to manage or mitigate those effects.
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Henry Abghari, Ph.D. 
Special Commitment Center
After a run-in with the Islamic regime 
in Iran, Henry had to leave a doctoral 
program in applied linguistics incomplete 
and flee in 1998 to the United States 
where he was granted political asylum. 
Henry initially secured a position as an 
adjunct instructor at Gonzaga University 
in Spokane where he taught principles 
of second language acquisition and 
theories of learning in the master’s 
program for teachers of English as a 
second language. Accepting a position 
which placed him in contact with 
developmentally challenged and mentally 
ill individuals, Henry changed course 
and entered a master’s program in 
general psychology from Southern New 
Hampshire University. After he earned 
the degree in 2013, he pursued a doctoral 
program in general psychology with an 
emphasis in teaching and research at 
Northcentral University and obtained his 
Ph.D. in 2017. In 2012, he began working 
with the Department of Corrections 
as a mental health counselor and later 
as a psychology associate, providing 
treatment to seriously mentally ill 
offenders at the Special Offenders Unit 
of Monroe Corrections Complex. In this 
capacity, along with providing treatment, 
Henry has supervised and trained 
entry-level mental health counselors, 
taught in-service training sessions in 
suicide prevention and intervention, and 
presented in theories of motivation, team 
building and mitigation of the negative 
impacts of social loafing in monthly 
psychology in-service trainings. He is 
currently a psychology associate at the 
Special Commitment Center providing 
sex offender treatment to seriously 
violent sex offenders.

Danielle Armbruster  
Assistant secretary  
Reentry Division  
Department of Corrections
Danielle has more than 21 years 
of experience with the Washington 
State Department of Corrections. The 
majority of her experience has been 
with Correctional Industries, where she 
held a variety of positions. Her roles 
include general manager at Stafford 
Creek Corrections Center, where she 
managed the operations of CI’s state-
of-the-art furniture factory. In July 2011, 
she became the assistant director of 
Administrative Services and was then 
promoted to the director role in 2014. 
In December 2017, Danielle was named 
assistant secretary of the Reentry 
Division by DOC Secretary Steve Sinclair. 
Since that appointment, Danielle has 
been busy developing evidence-based 
enhancements to the department’s 
reentry platform. Danielle’s reentry-
focused work continues beyond her 
position with the department. In February 
2018, she was appointed by Gov. Jay 
Inslee to Washington’s Statewide 
Reentry Council. On the national level, 
Danielle has also held the roles of chair 
for the National Correctional Industries 
Association Western Region and board 
member of the National NCIA Board, with 
which she holds the title of vice president 
of program development. 

Jacob Bezanson, ESRC Chair 
Community Corrections Division 
Department of Corrections 
Jacob has worked for the Department 
of Corrections for the past 12 years. 
He is currently the chair of the End of 
Sentence Review Committee and the 
law enforcement notification program 

manager, where he helps review more 
than 900 sex offenders per year for 
the primary purpose of community 
notification. Jacob is a certified Static 
99R trainer. Prior to his current role in 
the department, he worked as a regional 
housing specialist, risk assessment 
specialist and community corrections 
officer in various locations throughout 
the state, including King, Snohomish, 
Spokane, Pend Oreille and Stevens 
counties. Before joining the department, 
he worked in juvenile probation and at 
a therapeutic group home for youth 
designated as sexually aggressive. Jacob 
has a master’s of social work degree 
from Eastern Washington University and 
studied political science and philosophy 
at Western Washington University.  

Joseph R. Bigelow, Psy.D. 
Special Commitment Center
Joseph received his doctorate in clinical 
psychology, with a focus in forensic 
practice, from Argosy University Twin 
Cities, Minnesota, in 2012. His pre-
doctoral experience included working 
with at-risk youth in Minneapolis for two 
years at the Hennepin County Juvenile 
Detention Center, adult offenders at 
the Federal Correctional Institution 
Waseca for one year, military veterans 
at the Minnesota Veterans Home 
for one year, adult offenders at the 
Minnesota Department of Corrections 
for one year, and adults with severe and 
persistent mental illness for two years at 
People Incorporated. His post-doctoral 
experience includes various duties as 
an Army medical service officer for 
four years, one of those years as the 
executive officer for the second-largest 
U.S. Army medical clinic in the Republic 
of Korea. He has been working for the 
past year and a half on the Program 

SPEAKERS
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Area 2 team at the Washington State 
Special Commitment Center, working 
with civilly committed sexually violent 
predators in the pre-contemplation and 
contemplation stages of change. He 
has presented multiple workshops for 
mental health practitioners on using 
client tattoos as a source of clinical 
information and currently conducts 
faculty presentations on identifying and 
intervening with suicidality and self-
harm. Joseph is a lifetime member of the 
38th Parallel Medical Society and Psi Chi 
National Honor Society, and is a veteran 
of both the U.S. Marine Corps and the 
U.S. Army. 

Karen Blatman-Byers 
Community Corrections Division 
Department of Corrections
Karen started her career in 1984 with 
the Washington State Department 
of Corrections at the McNeil Island 
Corrections Center library. In 1993, she 
accepted a position as a mental health 
counselor and assisted in the opening of 
the new mental health unit. In 1994, she 
transferred to Cedar Creek Corrections 
Center as classification counselor. In 
1996, she transferred from prison to 
Community Corrections. While working 
as a community corrections officer in 
Tacoma, she was instrumental in the 
development of the Breaking the Cycle 
Alternative Release Program. In 2001, 
Governing for Results recognized its 
work. Over the years, the program’s name 
has changed and it is still operating 
with good results. Karen has been a 
community corrections supervisor for 
15+ years. For more than 12 years, 
she supervised the North and South 
Pierce County Special Assault units. She 
sat on the End of Sentencing Review 
Committee and works closely with 
law enforcement, registration offices, 
courts and treatment providers. The 
Department of Corrections is a partner 
with Tacoma/Pierce County CART-Child 
Abduction Response Team. In 2013, 
staff from her unit participated in the 
mock abduction field exercise. The team 
received national certification.

Brent Borg, M.S.W. 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Brent is the acting program manager 
for the Sex Offender Treatment and 
Assessment Program at Airway Heights 
Corrections Center. In his work for 
SOTAP, Brent works with the sex offender 
treatment program and in the Moving 
Forward Program for sex offenders 
who categorically deny their guilt. 
Prior to working for the Department 
of Corrections, Brent worked in Child 
Protective Services for the Department 
of Social and Health Services and as 
adjunct faculty in Eastern Washington 
University’s School of Social Work.

Catriona Braid 
Special Commitment Center   
Department of Social Health and 
Services
Catriona moved to Washington in 2017 
to pursue a career with the Department 
of Social and Health Services, where 
she currently serves as milieu specialist 
supervisor of the High Acuity Program 
at the Special Commitment Center on 
McNeil Island. She brings experience in 
leading therapeutic groups as well as 
a background in creative intervention 
and incentive techniques. Catriona 
attended Saint Mary’s College in Moraga, 
California, and graduated in 2008 with 
a bachelor’s in business administration. 
She began working at Charis Youth 
Center, a residential treatment facility for 
adolescents in Grass Valley, California, 
in 2010, and remained there until her 
relocation in 2017. Catriona worked 
as a therapeutic behavioral services 
coach, during which time she received 
certification in multiple intervention 
techniques, including life space crisis 
intervention and professional assault 
crisis training. Her role involved 
collaboration with multidisciplinary 
teams and teaching interventions to 
agency staff as well as client family 
members. She was appointed to the 
position of mental health services 
manager in 2016, when she assumed 
the role of programming for the 

Rehabilitative Enrichment Program as 
well as supervision of the therapeutic 
behavioral services department. She 
brings all her skills to her current position, 
where she is responsible for overseeing 
the scheduling and maintenance of 
high-acuity programming, supervision 
and coaching of milieu specialists, and 
ensuring consistent documentation 
necessary for tracking the success of the 
program. During her time in Washington, 
she has been certified in Washington 
state aggression replacement training 
and as a part of the psychiatric 
emergency response team.

Steven Briggs, NCA 
Washington Association of 
Sheriffs and Police Chiefs
Steven is WASPC’s victim notification 
coordinator. He has worked in CSAPs, 
domestic violence shelters and crime 
victim service centers in the South Puget 
Sound region for more than 10 years 
advocating for individuals hurt or harmed 
by crime.

Kristi Busch 
Hearing Investigator   
Indeterminate Sentence Review 
Board
Kristi is a hearing investigator III with 
the ISRB. She has worked in the criminal 
justice system for 19 years in Colorado 
and Washington. She has worked with 
the sexual offender population in both 
prison and field settings. She started her 
career in corrections as a prison case 
manager in Colorado, and began working 
as a community corrections officer for 
the Washington State Department of 
Corrections in 2001. While working as 
a community corrections officer, she 
managed a caseload of sexual offenders 
in Pierce County, worked in the Law 
Enforcement Notification Program as a 
community corrections specialist with 
the Dynamic Risk Assessment Project 
and conducted staff training. She is a 
voting member of the ESRC and Sexually 
Violent Predator Subcommittee. Kristi 
has worked for the ISRB since 2013.    
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Teresa Carlson 
Prisons Division  
Department of Corrections
As an employee with the Department 
of Corrections, Teresa has worked in 
several positions during her 20 years 
of service. She began her career as a 
community corrections officer, a position 
she held for more than nine years. Then 
for the next three years, she supervised 
a caseload of sex offenders. Teresa then 
became a training specialist. While in 
this position, she trained staff in a variety 
of areas, including search and seizure, 
first aid and suicide prevention. She also 
taught at the Adult Services Academy 
in Burien where she trained newly 
hired CCOs. After seven years in this 
position, she returned to being a CCO at 
a community justice center, where she 
taught various trainings to offenders and 
was in charge of the work crew. In 2014, 
she was hired into her current position 
as regional housing specialist. Teresa 
is one of seven specialists throughout 
the state who are content experts on 
the ERD Housing Voucher program, 
collaborating with staff and stakeholders 
in meeting offender transitional housing 
needs. She must also act as a housing 
resource broker, developing new housing 
in her region, which spans from Walla 
Walla to Wenatchee. She also works with 
closely with local law enforcement and 
has established rapport with local law 
enforcement in Wenatchee, Tri-Cities, 
Walla Walla and Grant County.

Holly R. Coryell, Ph.D. 
Special Commitment Center
Holly has worked in the field of sex 
offender treatment and evaluation for 
more than 15 years. She is currently the 
chief of forensic services at the Special 
Commitment Center in Washington. 
She was formerly the chief of resident 
treatment at the SCC (from 2010 to 
2016) and previously held positions in 
the program as lead psychologist and 
senior forensic evaluator. Holly received 
her doctorate from Gallaudet University 

and consults with programs on issues 
related to the assessment and treatment 
of deaf individuals. Holly has been a 
member of SOCCPN for seven years 
and has held active membership in the 
Association for the Treatment of Sexual 
Abusers for more than 10 years. She is a 
SOCCPN board member and the current 
president of WATSA.  

Eric Crawford 
Juvenile Rehabilitation 
Department of Social Health and 
Services
Eric has been the Prison Rape 
Elimination Act administrator for DSHS 
Juvenile Rehabilitation since 2013. He 
has been responsible for the statewide 
implementation of PREA standards in 
Juvenile Rehabilitation institutions and 
community facilities. Duties include 
establishing new and revising policies; 
developing, delivering and updating 
staff trainings and refreshers; creating 
contractor and volunteer training and 
resident education; creating new forms, 
processes and procedures; establishing 
quality assurance processes; ensuring 
compliance with PREA standards; and 
collecting and reporting data. Eric has 
extensive experience with the PREA 
standards and audit process. Over the 
past four years, he has been responsible 
for management and technical 
assistance during more than 15 federal 
PREA audits. He also completes annual 
internal audits at Juvenile Rehabilitation 
facilities to regularly assess each 
facility’s compliance with the PREA 
standards. Eric has more than 10 years 
of experience working with juvenile 
offenders as an institutional residential 
counselor and a community counselor 
(parole). He also has 10 years of 
experience as a contracts administrator 
with DSHS. In 2015, Eric completed the 
week-long federal auditor’s training and 
testing, and earned certification as a 
Department of Justice PREA auditor. He 
is considered the subject matter expert 
on juvenile facilities for the state of 
Washington. 

John Cummings, J.D. 
2017 Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney of the Year
John is a deputy prosecuting attorney 
in the Pierce County Prosecutor’s Office, 
where he has worked for 10 years. He 
prosecutes Class A felony sex offenses 
in the Special Assault Unit. He is a 
judge pro tem in Thurston County and 
a regular presenter on such topics as 
sex/kidnap offender registration and car 
theft prosecution. John was also named 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney of the Year 
in 2017 by the Pierce County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Lisa Dandescu, M.S. 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Lisa has worked in the Department of 
Corrections Sex Offender Treatment and 
Assessment Program since May 2000 
as a sex offender treatment specialist 
and sex offender treatment supervisor 
and currently serves as the sex offender 
treatment program manager for the 
Monroe Correctional Complex SOTAP 
site. She is a certified trainer in Stable 
2007 and Acute 2007.

Amanda DeBleeker, M.S.W. 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Amanda earned a bachelor’s in 
psychology at the University of 
Washington with a clinical research 
focus with a minor in aging studies. 
She interned as a long-term care 
ombudsman and volunteered for SHIBA. 
Amanda then earned a Master in Social 
Work, for which she provided treatment 
services, resource connections and 
advocacy to older adults in Eastern 
Washington with co-occurring mental 
health disorders. She has worked as a 
sex offender treatment specialist in the 
intuitional setting and the community for 
almost three years.
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Rachel DeLateur, M.S., LMHC, 
GMHS 
Special Commitment Center 
Department of Social Health and 
Services
Rachel graduated with a master’s 
degree in community counseling in 2002 
from Southern Adventist University in 
Tennessee, where she was member of 
Psi Chi national honors society. She is 
currently licensed to practice in the state 
of Washington and holds certification as 
a geriatric mental health specialist. While 
currently working on her Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology through Walden University, 
she is employed as a psychology 
associate at the Special Commitment 
Center in the newly developed High 
Acuity Program. Since 1999, she has 
worked in the mental health field in a 
variety of settings. As a crisis counselor 
in the Providence St. Peter’s Emergency 
Department in Olympia for two years, 
she conducted psychological triage, 
assessing mental health needs versus 
available resources. She has also worked 
in in- and outpatient programs for a 
variety of clients, including children, 
adolescents, victims of domestic abuse, 
and most recently, adults who have been 
civilly committed as sexually violent 
predators.

Sara Di Vittorio, J.D. 
Snohomish County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office
Sara Di Vittorio is the Public Records 
Civil Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for 
Snohomish County. In this position, 
Sara handles all public records litigation 
involving Snohomish County and 
provides advice to Snohomish County’s 
departments on all aspects of records 
retention and public records disclosure. 
She is one of the Governor’s appointees 
to the Public Records Exemption 
Accountability Committee (the “Sunshine 
Committee”). Sara also provides 
regular training to Snohomish County 
employees, other local jurisdictions, and 
professional organizations around the 
state on the PRA and GR 31.1.   

Prior to joining Snohomish County, Sara 
worked as an Assistant Attorney General 
for nine years including seven years in 
the Corrections Division. In that position, 
Sara was a primary legal advisor to 
and litigator for the Department of 
Corrections on public records and federal 
civil rights issues.  

Sara received both her B.A. and her J.D. 
from the University of Washington.

Stephen Donovan, M.Ed. 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Steve began working with DOC in 
2013, after working with children and 
adolescents in acute psychiatric and 
residential settings. He received his M. 
Ed. in clinical mental health counseling 
from Whitworth University in 2012. He 
also completed undergraduate studies 
there in organizational management 
in 2007. Prior to working in the mental 
health field, he worked for a decade in 
construction material management and 
warehousing. He likes to travel all over 
with his lovely wife, kids and occasionally 
small, yippy dogs. He has worked with 
responsivity groups since he began 
working with DOC, as well as facilitated 
several adjunct groups.

Bill Downey 
U.S. Marshals Service
Bill began working with the U.S. Marshals 
Service in the District of Nebraska 
in 1996. While in Omaha, he was the 
warrant coordinator and worked with 
the Omaha Area Fugitive Task Force. 
In 1999, Bill transferred to the Eastern 
District of Washington. In Spokane, he 

Christopher P. Dum, Ph.D. 
Kent State University
Christopher is an assistant professor in the Department of Sociology at Kent State 
University. He received a Ph.D. in criminal justice from the University at Albany in 2014. 
He has published articles in the journal Criminology & Public Policy, and “Sexual Abuse: 
A Journal of Research and Treatment.” His 2016 book, “Exiled in America: Life on the 
Margins in a Residential Motel” (Columbia University Press) examines motel life in the 
context of sex offender reentry and homelessness. “Exiled in America” received the 
2018 Scholarly Achievement Award from the North Central Sociological Association, 
an honorable mention in the 2017 PROSE Awards and was long listed for the 2017 
Andrew Carnegie Medal of Excellence in Nonfiction. Christopher has appeared on NPR’s 
“Marketplace” with Kai Ryssdal as well as “The Doc Project” on CBC. He is also the co-
founder of the ID-13 Prison Writer’s and Literacy Project, based at Lake Erie Correctional 
Institution in Conneaut, Ohio. 
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has served as the warrant coordinator, 
seized asset coordinator and firearms 
instructor. In 2007, Bill was tasked with 
enforcing the Adam Walsh Act, and since 
that time has indicted more than 50 sex 
offenders in federal court for violations 
of 18 USC 2250 – failure to register.  

Brandon Duncan, M.A., LMHC 
Special Commitment Center  
Department of Social Health and 
Services
Brandon is currently employed by the 
Special Commitment Center as the 
therapies supervisor in the Department 
of Resident Treatment. In this role, 
Brandon plans, directs, implements 
and documents the high acuity milieu 
program and serves as a voting member 
of the senior clinical team. Brandon 
brings an understanding of complex 
social structures and clinical knowledge 
to interdisciplinary and interdepartmental 
treatment planning. He graduated from 
the University of Washington in 2003 
with a degree in interdisciplinary arts and 
sciences, with concentrations in cultural 
studies and sociology. Brandon later 
attended the Seattle School of Theology 
and Psychology and graduated in 2008 
with a degree in society and culture. 
He received a degree in counseling 
psychology in 2010 from the same 
school. Brandon completed an internship 
and an externship with the Department 
of Corrections from 2009 to 2011, 
conducting mental health evaluations, 
short-term case management and 
offering case consultation to community 
corrections officers. In 2012, Brandon 
worked for Community Psychiatric 
Clinic’s Belltown Seattle location as 
a case manager before beginning 
his work at the SCC. His client base 
was individuals with chronic mental 
illness who engaged in aggressive and 
assaultive behavior. Brandon is a master 
instructor in psychiatric emergency 
response team training, a Criminal 
Justice Training Commission certified 
level 1 control tactics instructor, a 
certified mental health first aid instructor 
and a licensed mental health counselor. 
He holds memberships in the Sex 

Offender Civil Commitment Programs 
Network and the American Psychological 
Association, as well as the state and 
national Association for the Treatment of 
Sexual Abusers.   

Dallas Dusek 
King County Sheriff’s Office
Dallas has been with KCSO for almost 
13 years. Her responsibilities include 
tracking and managing offender 
registration and ensuring compliance, 
and communicating with local and 
national law enforcement agencies and 
probation offices. Dallas compiles file 
material to review and ensure offenders 
have a registration requirement and then 
prescreens it for risk level assessment. 
She writes initial reports for failure to 
register cases based on different factors 
that assist the unit detectives in their 
filing of felony cases.  

Shantel Ealy 
Community Corrections Division 
Department of Corrections
Shantel began her career with the 
Washington State Department of 
Corrections in 1999 at Coyote Ridge 
Corrections Center as an office assistant 
senior in the Medical Unit. In 2004, she 
complete her Bachelor of Arts at Eastern 
Washington University and immediately 
accepted a temporary position as a 
community corrections officer. In 2005, 
she relocated to the King County area 
for a permanent position as a CCO in 
the Renton Field Office. In 2006, she 
returned to the Tri-Cities for a position 
in the Pasco Field Office. In 2015, 
she earned her Associate in Science 
degree from Columbia Basin College in 
project management. In 2015, Shantel 
accepted a position facilitating the 
Work Crew Program and the Franklin 
County Violator Program as a CCO3. As 
a CCO, she has submitted sentencing 
recommendations to the court for sex 
offence crimes and supervised sex 
offenders in the community. She is a 
designated Interstate Case SME and 
carries a primarily interstate caseload. 
She has been a member of the National 

Association of Blacks in Criminal 
Justice and Washington State Diversity 
teams, and has participated in various 
focus groups, talking circles and pilot 
programs.

Capt. Michael Edwards 
Seattle Police Department
Mike is a 38-year veteran of the Seattle 
Police Department who currently holds 
the permanent rank of captain. Mike has 
had a variety of assignments with the 
SPD including patrol, harbor patrol, SWAT, 
proactive undercover narcotics, traffic, 
special assignments unit, narcotics 
lieutenant, investigations procedure 
committee commander, captain of the 
Education & Training Section and Internet 
Crimes Against Children Section. Mike 
is also the commander of the SPD/
Washington State Criminal Justice 
Training Commission Undercover School 
and instructor on supervising undercover 
operations. He is currently the High Risk 
Victims Section commander for SPD 
and commander of the Washington 
State ICAC Task Force, as well as the 
human trafficking detail for SPD. Mike 
has a Bachelor of Arts in sociology from 
the University of Texas with minors in 
economics and foreign languages. He 
has been chosen as a public speaker 
on a variety of topics, including labor/
management relationships, police 
integrity and community policing, among 
others.

Eric Eisenberg, J.D. 
Lewis County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office
Eric is a civil deputy prosecuting attorney 
for Lewis County. He received a B.A. from 
Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania and 
a J.D. from Duke Law School. Thereafter, 
he served as a law clerk to Justice 
Debra Stephens of the Washington 
State Supreme Court before becoming 
a criminal prosecutor, first for Thurston 
County and then for Lewis County. He 
joined the Lewis County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office in 2011, and transferred 
from criminal to civil practice during 
2015. His duties include, among other 
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things, litigation on behalf of Lewis 
County and advice to its agencies and 
staff, including the Lewis County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Theresa Engdahl 
Community Corrections Division  
Department of Corrections
Theresa (Tracy) is the community 
corrections supervisor for the 
Washington State Department of 
Corrections Spokane Special Assault 
Unit. Tracy has almost 40 years of 
experience working in the field of 
corrections and rehabilitation, and has 
been with the DOC Special Assault Unit 
for the past 19 years. Tracy supervises 
10 community corrections officers who 
supervise approximately 300 registered 
sex offenders in the Spokane area. Her 
career has included being a probation 
counselor and supervisor with Santa 
Clara County, California, Juvenile 
Probation; U.S. Probation as an officer; 
district and municipal court probation; 
and a mental health therapist. Tracy is 
passionate about balancing assistance, 
accountability and encouragement in 
the supervision and management of 
sexual offenders. She understands 
that an individual on supervision who 
is successful is what creates a safer 
community.

Chris Ervin 
Community Corrections Division  
Department of Corrections
Chris is a community corrections officer 
with the Washington State Department 
of Corrections. He started working as 
a CCO in the DOC King County Special 
Assault Unit in 2006 and transferred to 
the DOC Civil Commitment Program 
for Sexually Violent Predators in 2012. 
His current duties include supervising 
LRA cases in King, Kitsap and 
Spokane counties. Prior to working 
for the DOC, Chris was a residential 
treatment counselor at a group home 
for sexually aggressive youth. He holds 
a B.A. in theatre from the University of 
Washington.

Amanda Fenrich, M.A. 
Health Services Division 
Department of Corrections
Amanda (Mandy) is a sex offender 
treatment specialist for the Department 
of Corrections. She currently conducts 
individual and group therapy to male 
sex offenders — specifically male sex 
offenders with intellectual disabilities, 
cognitive deficits and other responsivity 
needs. Amanda received her master’s 
degree in forensic mental health from 
Concordia University. She is currently 
working on a Ph.D. in the advanced 
studies of human behavior through 
Capella University. Amanda has also 
worked as a community corrections 
officer for the Washington State 
Department of Corrections. Part of her 
time as a CCO was in the Special Needs 
Unit, managing a caseload that included 
those with cognitive deficits and mental 
health issues. Her experience includes 
work as an investigator for the Arizona 
Department of Child Safety. Amanda 
serves as an advisory board member 
for the Concordia University Forensic 
Behavioral Health Program. She recently 
co-authored an article in the Journal 
of Psychology and Psychiatry and 
continues to research various mental 
health-related topics in the criminal 
justice system.

Jerry Finley, M.A. 
Health Services Division   
Department of Corrections
Jerry is a community corrections 
specialist who provides community 
treatment for sex offenders in Clark and 
Cowlitz counties using an evidence-
based program to help them adjust to 
life outside of prison and keep them from 
re-offending. Jerry knows that the work 
he does alongside law enforcement and 
community corrections officers helps to 
keep the community safe. He served his 
country honorably in the U.S. Navy for 
26 years and is now directing his talents 
to working with the Washington State 
Department of Corrections. His DOC 
career involves working as a corrections 
officer at the Washington State 
Reformatory and as a mental health 
counselor at the Special Offenders Unit 

in Monroe. Jerry holds a master’s degree 
in counseling from Multnomah University 
and a master’s degree in government 
from Regent University in addition to 
master’s degrees in public administration 
and homeland defense.

Barry Folsom  
Detective 
Clark County Sheriff’s Office
Barry has worked in law enforcement 
for 29 years, all with the Clark County 
Sheriff’s Office. He has held a variety of 
positions, including patrol, field training 
and investigations. Barry has been a 
background investigator, child abuse 
detective and a sex offender registration 
detective. For 12 years, he was assigned 
to the Children’s Justice Center where 
he investigated allegations of physical 
and sexual abuse of children. Barry 
presented at the Mid-Atlantic Child Abuse 
Conference in Ocean City, Maryland. In 
2014, Barry was assigned to the Sex 
Offender Registration Unit. He oversees 
registration of almost 1,400 registered 
sex and kidnapping offenders. He is 
tasked with assigning risk levels to the 
offenders, monitoring home verifications, 
updating changes to the offender’s 
status and conducting investigations on 
alleged out-of-compliance offenders.

Maddie Graves-Wilson 
Beyond Survival
Maddie is the executive director of 
Beyond Survival, Grays Harbor County 
Sexual Assault Resource Center. During 
her time as a Prison Rape Elimination 
Act advocate, Maddie ran a trauma-
focused men’s group at Stafford Creek 
Corrections Center. She believes that 
it is the communities’ responsibility to 
redefine cultural norms to prevent sexual 
violence. At Beyond Survival, Maddie 
and her team have worked over the past 
few years to build a network of schools 
and service providers to assist in sexual 
abuse prevention education with youth 
and adults in efforts to educate and 
prevent sexual violence. She will be 
graduating with a Master of Social Work 
from Eastern Washington University this 
June.
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Faith Golden, Ph.D., LMHC 
Health Services Division 
Department of Corrections

Faith earned a B.A. in psychology in 
1992, an M.A. in agency counseling in 
1995 and a Ph.D. in clinical psychology in 
2017. She is licensed in both Washington 
(LMHC) and Alaska (LPC). She began 
her counseling career as a member 
of the military where she worked as 
a combat stress control specialist 
from 1992–2001. In 2001, she began 
working in various departments of 
corrections in Alaska, Washington 
and Minnesota before returning to 
Washington to make it her permanent 
home. For the 10 years she was with 
the Alaska DOC, she worked as a mental 
health clinician while implementing and 
assessing the department’s 48-week 
Offender Treatment Program for general 
population prisoners. From 2011 to the 
present, she has worked in sex offender 
treatment in the Washington and 
Minnesota departments of corrections.

Christine Gomes, Psy.D. 
Health Services Division   
Department of Corrections
Christine is currently a psychologist 4 
in the Department of Corrections Sex 
Offender Treatment and Assessment 
Programs. In this position, she is 
responsible for helping to make 
programmatic decisions, consulting with 
therapists on difficult cases and directly 
supervising one psychology associate, 
who provides sex offender treatment to 
individuals at the Special Offender Unit, a 
residential treatment unit for individuals 
with serious mental illness. Prior to 
her current position, she provided sex 
offender treatment to residents of the 
Special Commitment Center on McNeil 
Island, all of whom had been deemed 
to be sexually violent predators by the 
court. Through her graduate training, 
she worked with individuals with serious 
mental illness in various facilities, 
including Patton State Hospital in Patton, 
California, and the Oklahoma Forensic 
Center in Vinita, Oklahoma. 

John Gruenewald, Ph.D. 
Special Commitment Center
John is a licensed psychologist in 
the state of Washington. He received 
his doctoral degree in counseling 
psychology in 2009 from Washington 
State University. He is currently the 
community preparation team lead at 
the Special Commitment Center on 
McNeil Island where he supervises a 
team of clinicians who assist residents 
in transitioning to the community after 
a period of total confinement. Prior to 
his work at SCC, John developed and 
directed a master’s-level counseling 
program where he provided supervision 
and oversight to master’s-level clinicians 
and adjunct faculty. He has more than12 
years of teaching experience and nine 
years of counseling experience. He 
has advanced training in sex offender 
risk assessment and psychological 
diagnostics. John provides trainings on 
the Rorschach assessment, developing 
positive behavioral support plans and 
working with individuals with personality 
disorders.

Sonja Hardenbrook, J.D. 
Snohomish County Public 
Defender Association
Sonja earned her undergraduate in 
political science and history, with a minor 
in law, from Pacific Lutheran University. 
After receiving a Master of Arts in history 
from New Mexico State University, 
she graduated from the University of 
Washington School of Law in 2004. 
Sonja has worked at the Snohomish 
County Public Defender Association 
since 2003. She has done rotations in the 
misdemeanor and felony units as well 
as served for two years as supervisor 
of the district court unit. In 2013, she 
began Chapter 71.09RCW work where 
she carries a full caseload of pre-commit, 
post-commit and conditional release 
clients.

Mallorie Hardesty, M.A. 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Mallorie has worked as a sex offender 
treatment specialist for the past two 
years while completing her master’s 
degree. She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from the University of 
South Florida in 2014 and recently 
earned a master’s degree in clinical 
mental health counseling from The 
Chicago School of Professional 
Psychology in April 2018. Someday, 
Mallorie would like to continue on her 
educational path and earn her doctorate 
in clinical psychology. Previously, she 
worked in community mental health in 
various roles, providing clinical support 
and intervention for individuals in 
both outpatient and inpatient settings. 
Mallorie has enjoyed her time working 
with the Department of Corrections and 
hopes to continue working with and 
learning from forensic populations.

Jim Harms  
Reentry systems administrator 
Reentry Division  
Department of Corrections
Over the course of his career, Jim has 
developed a reputation for forging 
strong working relationships with 
criminal justice, public health and 
humans services partners to create 
cross–agency and cross-system 
collaboration that has contributed to 
successful offender reentry. Over the 
past 29 years, Jim has committed his 
academic and professional pursuits 
to public service in the field of adult 
corrections. Since March 2016, Jim 
assumed the responsibilities of a 
regional systems administrator, Reentry 
Division, DOC. He is currently the reentry 
system administrator responsible for 
overseeing the transition specialists, 
housing voucher specialist and veteran 
services supporting successful 
transition. From 2009 through 2014, 
Jim was a regional administrator in the 
Community Corrections Division. In 
this position, he oversaw community 
corrections in the Northwest Region 
from King County to Whatcom County. 
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For the five years prior to coming to the 
Department of Corrections, Jim was 
the community correction commander 
with the Snohomish County Sheriff’s 
Office Bureau of Corrections. During 
that time, through partnerships that Jim 
initiated, Snohomish County Corrections, 
Snohomish County Human Services, 
Washington State Department of 
Corrections and community volunteers 
developed and offered 25 separate 
programs and services to the men and 
women housed in the Snohomish County 
Jail. Between 1989 and 2004, he worked 
as a program manager with the King 
County Department of Adult and Juvenile 
Detention.     

Cathi Harris, M.A.  
SOTAP director 
Health Services Division 
Departmen t of Corrections
Cathi has a master’s degree in 
special education and rehabilitation 
counseling, with a specialty in offender 
rehabilitation and law psychology, from 
the University of Arizona. In addition, 
she completed all coursework and a 
pre-doctoral internship toward a Ph.D. in 
psychology. She has more than 20 years 
of experience in program development, 
implementation and the treatment 
of sex offenders in total confinement 
and community settings, including 
working in Washington’s and Arizona’s 
sexually violent predator programs. 
Cathi currently is the director of the Sex 
Offender Treatment and Assessment 
Programs for the Washington 
Department of Corrections, overseeing 
prison and community-based treatment 
and the Risk Assessment Unit.

Kay Heinrich, Ph.D. 
Prisons Division  
Department of Corrections
Kay is the associate superintendent 
of programs at the Washington State 
Department of Corrections Airway 
Heights Correction Center. Kay has 
worked for WSDOC for 23 years 
researching, designing and implementing 
evidenced-based chemical dependency, 
therapeutic and right living communities, 

co-occurring and cognitive-based 
programs throughout the department’s 
prisons and community work release 
and criminal justice centers. One 
of the associate superintendent’s 
responsibilities is that of Prison Rape 
Elimination Act compliance manager, 
who oversees maintenance of the 
Department of Justice’s PREA standards 
and state PREA policy. This position 
assures and recognizes the right of 
staff and offenders to be free from 
sexual misconduct and to uphold the 
department’s zero tolerance for all 
forms of sexual misconduct. WSDOC 
recognizes, too, the right of staff and 
offenders to be free from retaliation for 
reporting sexual misconduct. 

Chad Hettinga 
Community Corrections Division  
Department of Corrections
Chad is a Washington state community 
corrections officer in the Special Assault 
Unit in Spokane, Washington. He has 
been working in the probation and parole 
field for more than 17 years with a variety 
of offender populations, including the 
mentally ill, gang and sex offenders. 
Currently he is supervising sex offenders 
and least restrictive alternative cases. 
Chad has facilitated for the Department 
of Corrections in a number of areas, 
including training defensive tactics, 
firearms qualification and use-of-force 
policy and procedures. In addition, he 
is part of the Employee Recognition 
Committee and Diversity Council for the 
Department of Corrections.   

Dana Hufford, M.S.W. 
Health Services Division   
Department of Corrections
Dana has been working with sex 
offenders through the Department 
of Corrections for approximately 20 
years. She has worked as a community 
corrections officer with the Special 
Needs Unit, a community corrections 
sex-offender assessment specialist 
and now a sex offender treatment 
provider. She has enjoyed witnessing the 
treatment of sex offenders evolve into a 
practice based on empirical research.

GayLynn Jackson 
Pierce County Sheriff’s Office
GayLynn has been with the Pierce County 
Sheriff’s Office since 1990. She is the 
specialist/RSO coordinator assigned to 
the Sex and Kidnap Offender Registration 
Unit and is responsible for offender 
risk-level assessments and community 
notifications. She is a member of the End 
of Sentence Review Committee and the 
juvenile subcommittee.

Kathleen James 
Prisons Division  
Department of Corrections
Kathy is a correctional specialist at 
Airway Heights Corrections Center where 
she serves as the liaison providing expert 
consultation and technical assistance on 
Prison Rape Elimination Act compliance 
for the facility. She also manages PREA 
investigations there, which includes 
providing technical assistance and 
oversight for PREA investigators. She 
also serves as the PREA subject matter 
expert on development and/or revision 
to required PREA training for staff, 
contractors, volunteers and offenders. 
Kathy works very closely with the sex 
offender treatment program at AHCC 
and understands the complexity of 
how the treatment helps promote safer 
communities through rehabilitation 
and knowledge. She has been in her 
current position since March 2017 as 
the correctional specialist 2 for PREA. 
Prior to her appointment in this position, 
she served nine years as a secretary 
senior assisting the correctional program 
manager of programs. She worked with 
the Department of Natural Resources to 
set up training for offenders to become 
certified wildland firefighters. She is 
the facility subject matter expert for 
the Offender Management Network 
Information, or OMNI system, that tracks 
all programming taking place at AHCC.

Sharese Jones, M.A. 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Sharese began her career with the 
Washington State Department of 
Corrections in 2002 at the Washington 



23

Corrections Center in Shelton where 
she worked as a correctional officer 
and classification counselor. After 
obtaining her bachelor’s degree from 
The Evergreen State College in 2006, she 
transitioned to Community Corrections 
in 2007. For the next eight years, she 
worked as a community corrections 
officer in the Thurston County area. In 
2015, she joined DOC’s Sex Offender 
Treatment and Assessment Program 
as a community sex offender treatment 
specialist in Thurston County. She 
graduated from Saint Martin’s University 
in 2016 with a Master of Arts in 
counseling psychology and she is 
currently working toward licensure as a 
mental health counselor.  

Rebecca Kedigh, M.A. 
Health Services Division 
Department of Corrections
Rebecca has an M.A. degree in 
counseling psychology from Argosy 
University in Seattle and a bachelor of 
science in business administration from 
Stevens Henager College of Business 
in Salt Lake City. Her clinical experience 
includes working with individuals of 
all ages providing individual therapy 
addressing various psychopathology 
presentations including mental illness, 
trauma and personality disorders. 
Currently, she is a sex offender treatment 
specialist with the Washington State 
Department of Corrections working with 
moderate to high-risk sex offenders 
using both group and individual therapy.

Tina Keller  
Project/program manager II  
King County Sheriff’s Office
Tina is a project/program manager II 
with the King County Sheriff’s Office 
Registered Sex Offender Unit, where 
she has been employed for 26 years. 
She has a background as a fingerprint 
identification technician in the AFIS 
Unit. As a sign of things to come, Tina 
was fingerprinting and registering sex 
offenders long before she made the 
move to the Special Assault/RSO Unit 
in 1998. Managing administrative and 
technological projects that affect the 

RSO Unit’s functions and ensuring their 
compliance with sex offender mandates 
is Tina’s primary responsibility. She 
manages King County’s RSO address 
verification grant, including its operation 
and fiscal accountability. With years of 
experience in tracking sex offenders in 
Washington’s largest county, Tina has 
seen the growth of her department’s sex 
offender unit and is excited to be part 
of the team who continues to help keep 
citizens safe.

Mary-Catherine Kenny, M.S., 
Ed.S.  
Special Commitment Center
Mary-Catherine received a Master of 
Science and educational specialist 
degrees in professional counseling at 
Georgia State University in Atlanta. Her 
early career was focused on working 
with adolescents and children using 
family, group and play therapy in several 
community health settings. She is a 
published researcher and presented 
the research teams’ findings on “The 
Relationship of Multidimensional 
Perfectionism to Psychological Birth 
Order” at the American Psychological 
Association conference. Currently, she is 
a psychology associate with the Special 
Needs Team at the Special Commitment 
Center on McNeil Island. She works 
with developmentally and cognitively 
disabled individuals in both group and 
case management settings providing 
sex offender specific treatment adapted 
for their unique needs and responsivity 
issues.  

Joshua A. Koutecky 
Department of Social Health and 
Services
Joshua has been working in the field of 
adolescent services since 1999, when 
he began his career as an intern with 
the Spokane County Juvenile Court, as 
well as day staff for a JJRA-contracted 
group home (Riverview Youth Center). 
Joshua has also worked in the juvenile 
justice and child welfare systems in 
Washington as a parole counselor, 
treatment coordinator (YSO and 
mental health) and program manager. 

He is currently the regional programs 
supervisor for Children’s Administration, 
supervising the SAY/PAAY programs for 
Region 1 (all of Eastern Washington). 
Joshua has a passion for working with 
troubled adolescents, and his focus is to 
ensure that youth receive appropriate/
timely interventions so they may grow 
to be stable, functioning adults in our 
society. He received his undergraduate 
education in social theory/justice studies 
from Montana State University and has 
undertaken graduate courses toward a 
Master of Social Work.

Mary Laskowski 
CourtWatch services and 
outreach coordinator
Mary has been working to end gender-
based violence for the past 12 years. She 
has been with the King County Sexual 
Assault Resource Center since 2011, 
where she spent five years in the legal 
advocacy program before moving into 
her current role, where she focuses on 
coordinating a systems-wide response to 
sexual assault.

Sheila Lewallen, M.A., LMHC 
Member, Indeterminate 
Sentence Review Board
Sheila began working with victims 
in 1979 as the legal advocate for the 
Women’s Domestic Violence Shelter 
Program in Olympia. In 1983, she 
developed the Victim/Witness Program 
at the Thurston County Prosecutor’s 
Office and worked in that office for 
21 years. In 2004, Sheila began her 
career at Department of Corrections. 
She spent her first eight years as a 
community victim liaison providing 
services to victims in nine counties in 
the southwest region of the state. In 
early 2014, she moved into a position 
providing sex offender treatment to 
offenders releasing from prison. Since 
August 2015, she has been the victim 
liaison to the Indeterminate Sentence 
Review Board. In addition to her full-time 
employment, Sheila completed a six-
month internship as a domestic violence 
treatment provider, designed and 
facilitated an empowerment for women 
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group for survivors of domestic violence 
for several years and served on the 
Domestic Violence Fatality Review for 
Thurston County for several years. Sheila 
was an adjunct professor, teaching 
victimology at St. Martin’s University for 
12 years. She has a Master of Arts in 
counseling psychology degree and is a 
licensed mental health counselor.  

Don Loen 
Yakima County Juvenile Court
Don began his career working with 
offenders in the U.S. Marine Corps 
as a corrections specialist. After his 
military service, he had a 17-year 
law enforcement career with the 
Washington State Patrol, Snohomish 
Police Department and Mukilteo Police 
Department. He was a supervisor, 
field training officer, collision technical 
investigator and use-of-force instructor 
during his law enforcement career. 
Don has worked the past four years as 
a probation counselor at the Yakima 
County Juvenile Court. He has a 
specialized caseload of juvenile sex 
offenders and manages the Court’s 
SSODA program. He holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in criminal justice administration 
from Columbia College and is a member 
of WATSA, ATSA and the Yakima County 
Leveling Board.

Elena Lopez, Psy.D. 
Special Commitment Center 
Member, Sex Offender Policy 
Board
Elena is the chief of resident treatment 
at the Special Commitment Center 
on McNeil Island for the Washington 
State Department of Social and Health 
Services. She is a licensed psychologist 
and has worked for the past seven 
years with individuals detained and/
or committed as sexually violent 
predators. Six of the seven years have 
been in Washington and one year in 
Kansas with Larned State Hospital’s 
Sexual Predator Treatment Program 
during her APA internship. Prior to her 
work with the SCC, Elena completed 
training in California with the County of 
San Diego’s Adult and Juvenile Forensic 

Services Department and Alvarado 
Parkway Institute Psychiatric Hospital. 
Her work included providing treatment to 
commercially sexually exploited children 
detained at the Girls’ Rehabilitation 
Facility. She also addressed the impacts 
of gang affiliation, family systems 
and sexual victimization. Additionally, 
she has had training and experience 
treating and evaluating adults and 
children in inpatient and outpatient 
settings for various psychological 
issues. Prior to her work in psychology, 
Elena worked at the Fred Finch Youth 
Center Residential Rehabilitation 
Program as an instructional aide and 
was a substitute teacher for special 
education in California. In her current 
role at SCC, she assists with the clinical 
rotation of Western State Hospital’s 
APA-accredited internship program and 
has been working to develop a more 
formalized approach to data collection 
in her department, as well as taking 
steps to improve the program in line 
with best practices and evidenced-based 
approaches outlined in the literature. 
She currently is a member of ATSA 
and WATSA, and serves as the SCC 
representative on the Washington State 
Sex Offender Policy Board.

Kerry McCarthy, M.A. 
Health Services Division 
Department of Corrections
Kerry has a master’s degree in mental 
health counseling and behavioral 
medicine from Boston University School 
of Medicine. She received her bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and criminology 
from Stonehill College. Her clinical 
experience includes working with at-risk 
adolescents and families and individuals 
in crisis, and providing individual therapy 
to adults with various psychopathology 
presentations, including substance 
abuse, severe mental illness, trauma and 
personality disorders. Currently, she is a 
sex offender treatment provider with the 
Department of Corrections, working with 
high-risk sex offenders using both group 
and individual therapy.

Jamey McGinty  
Detective 
Lewis County Sheriff’s Office
Jamey began his career in law 
enforcement in 1999, when he was 
hired as a police officer for the city of 
Napavine. He was then hired by the 
Lewis County Sheriff’s Office in 2005, 
where he worked as a patrol deputy 
in both the east and west ends of the 
county. In 2007, he was assigned to 
the detective bureau where he obtained 
specialized training in both sex crime 
investigations and crimes against 
children. During this time, he became 
a member and contact person for the 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Force in Lewis County. In 2009, he was 
assigned to his current position as sex 
offender registration detective and 
sits on the End of Sentence Review 
Committee. Jamey implemented a 
local county review board that works 
with other law enforcement agencies, 
including local police departments, the 
Prosecutor’s Office, the Department of 
Corrections and CPS. This committee 
was formed to share information and to 
discuss the dropping and rising levels 
of sex offenders who reside in Lewis 
County. Besides his duties under the Sex 
Offender Registration Program, he is a 
certified AFIS fingerprint examiner, FARO 
and member of the Officer Involved 
Shooting team, and still assists in major 
crimes.  

Chris McLaughlin, M.S. 
Department of Social Health and 
Services
Chris has been working with youth for 
20 years. His career started at Sundown 
M Ranch, as a CDP/ youth counselor in 
the intensive inpatient drug and alcohol 
treatment program. He worked with the 
Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration 
at the Parke Creek Community facility 
for 15 years in various roles: counselor, 
clinical director and supervisor. He is 
currently the Children’s Administration 
Region 1 extended foster care and 
missing from care lead, co-lead of SAY in 
the region and BRS coordinator, located 
in Yakima. Just prior to his current 
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roles, Chris was a social worker in the 
Ellensburg Children’s Administration 
office. Chris earned bachelor’s degrees in 
sociology and law and justice, followed 
by a Master of Science in the Family 
Studies Program at Central Washington 
University.

Corey McNally, M.S., LMHC 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Corey earned a B.A. in psychology 
and an M.S. in clinical psychology in 
2007, both from Eastern Washington 
University. He began working at the 
Special Commitment Center in 2008 
and remained there until 2015. While 
there, he served as a clinician and as 
a treatment team lead for the different 
treatment teams he participated in. He 
also revised the treatment assignments 
at the request of the clinical director and 
served on the Crisis Negotiations Team. 
For a brief time in 2014, he served as the 
double filled cognitive behavioral change 
administrator for the Department of 
Corrections, overseeing various cognitive 
behavioral interventions such as Thinking 
for a Change. In 2015, he became 
the clinical quality assurance and 
training manager for the Department of 
Corrections Sex Offender Treatment and 
Assessment Program. With SOTAP, he 
has researched and written the treatment 
program, and with the SOTAP leadership 
team, implemented it at the two prison 
sites. During this time, he became 
certified as a trainer in the Stable and 
Acute 2007 needs assessments and is 
working on becoming a certified trainer in 
the Static 99R 2016 coding rules. Finally, 
he is working on the establishment of 
SOTAP quality assurance activities to 
ensure program fidelity.  

Kyle McNeal 
South Sound Child Exploitation 
Task Force, FBI
Kyle has been the coordinator for the 
FBI’s South Sound Child Exploitation 
Task Force for the past five years. The 
task force investigates a wide variety 

of crimes involving the exploitation of 
children and adults. This includes sex 
trafficking, human trafficking, abductions, 
child pornography and sexual assaults 
that occur on reservations and 
military installations. The SSCETF has 
been involved in hundreds of cases 
since it was established in 2005. It is 
staffed by the FBI, Homeland Security 
investigations, Washington State Patrol’s 
Missing and Exploited Children’s Task 
Force, Lakewood Police Department and 
Tacoma Police Department. The task 
force has working relationships with 
numerous agencies in Pierce, Thurston, 
and Kitsap counties and is one of three 
FBI Child Exploitation Task Forces in 
Washington.

Brad Meryhew, J.D. 
Meryhew Law Group 
Member, Sex Offender Policy 
Board
Brad is a private criminal defense 
attorney whose practice focuses on 
representing in municipal, district and 
superior courts in Washington those 
accused of sexual misconduct. He is 
a 1994 graduate of the University of 
Puget Sound School of Law and began 
his career  as a public defender. Brad 
has been a member of the Washington 
State Sex Offender Policy Board since its 
creation in 2008.

Jonathan Meyer, J.D. 
Lewis County Prosecuting 
Attorney
Jonathan is currently the Lewis County 
prosecutor. Prior to being elected in 
2010, Jonathan was a partner in a private 
law firm in Centralia where he worked 
from 1996 until leaving to become 
prosecutor. Having handled thousands 
of cases, Jonathan has been involved 
in several notable cases, including a 
coroner’s inquest featured on “48 Hours” 
and a cold case homicide case featured 
on “Ice Cold Killers,” “Evil Kin” and “Cold 
Case Files.” A graduate of Seattle 
University School of Law, St. Martin’s 
University and Grays Harbor College, 

Jonathan continued his education by 
completing the Reserve Police Academy 
and now serves as a reserve police 
officer for the city of Tenino. When not 
working with the Prosecutor’s Office, 
Jonathan is active in his community. 
From coaching (high school football and 
softball) to serving on several boards 
and committees, Jonathan believes each 
person has an obligation to make the 
community a better place.

AMichael O’Connell, Ph.D. 
Washington Association for the 
Treatment of Sexual Abusers 
Member, Sex Offender Policy 
Board
Michael’s introduction to social service 
work began in 1974, when he served as 
director of a Navy correctional center—
the brig. He earned his master’s from 
the University of Washington, intending 
to continue his career in correctional 
administration, but lost his way and 
ended up as a therapist doing inpatient 
substance abuse treatment. He began 
a private practice in 1980. In 1981, 
desperate for referrals, he began to work 
with sex offenders. Michael continues 
that work today. Along the way, he earned 
a doctorate in counseling psychology at 
the University of Washington, where he 
did research on using polygraph testing 
with sex offenders. He co-authored 
the book “Working with Sex Offenders,” 
which outlines standards of practice 
for community-based treatment of sex 
offenders. Michael is a former president 
of the Washington Association for the 
Treatment of Sexual Abusers and a 
current member of its board. He is also 
its representative to the Washington 
State Sex Offender Policy Board.

James Olsen, J.D., Ph.D., LMHC, 
SOTP, CSAT-S 
James owns and operates Pacific 
Behavioral Healthcare, a Bellevue 
clinic specializing in the treatment of 
problematic, compulsive and out-of-
control sexual behaviors. He is regularly 
called on to conduct forensic evaluations 
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for individuals charged with sexual 
offenses in state or federal court. James 
has published in respected peer-reviewed 
journals on a variety of critical topics 
such as domestic violence, family 
relationships and peer relationships. He 
serves on the board of directors for the 
Society for the Advancement of Sexual 
Health, where his responsibilities include 
chairing the committee responsible for 
all training and certification programs for 
problematic sexual behaviors. 

Allan O’Neill  
Detective   
Kirkland Police Department
Allan is a detective and the registered sex 
offender coordinator with the Kirkland 
Police Department. He has been a 
police officer for 20 years: 4.5 years at 
the city of Arlington and the remainder 
for the city of Kirkland. Over his career, 
his assignments have included patrol, 
criminal investigations, school resource 
officer, neighborhood resource officer 
and field training officer. He has been 
in his current assignment since 2010 
and is a member of the Internet Crimes 
Against Children’s Task Force. Allan 
is a certified CVSA examiner and 
routinely uses the CVSA in internet sex 
crimes investigations. He also serves 
as the hostage negotiator team leader 
for the North Sound Metro SWAT/
HNT team. Prior to becoming a police 
officer, he served four years in the Air 
Force as a security police officer and a 
corrections officer for the Kirkland Police 
Department. Allan has an associate 
degree in criminal justice from the 
Air Force Community College and a 
bachelor’s degree in social sciences from 
Washington State University.

Tiffany Pate 
Community Corrections Division 
Department of Corrections
Tiffany is a community corrections 
officer with the Washington State 
Department of Corrections. Tiffany 
began working as a CCO in 2008, 
transferring to the Pierce County Special 
Assault Unit in 2012. She joined the Civil 

Commitment Unit in 2016. Her current 
duties include supervising sexually 
violent predators released from the 
Special Commitment Center on a less 
restrictive alternative in Pierce County. 
Prior to working for DOC, Tiffany was a 
behavioral intervention support specialist 
and case manager for at-risk and special 
needs youth in group home settings. 
Tiffany graduated from Washington 
State University with a degree in criminal 
justice with a double major in sociology.

Jeff Patnode 
Member, Indeterminate 
Sentence Review Board
Jeff has worked in the criminal justice 
system for nearly 24 years, specializing 
in the sexual offender population, 
evidence-based programs, sentencing 
alternatives and quality assurance 
development. Most recently, he served 
as the administrator for Juvenile 
Sex Offender Programs as well as 
the commissioner for the Interstate 
Compact for Juveniles. He has served as 
the vice chair for the Sex Offender Policy 
Board, chair of the End of Sentence 
Review Juvenile Subcommittee, chair 
of the Washington State Council on 
Interstate Compact for Juveniles and 
voting member of the ESRC and Sexually 
Violent Predator Subcommittee. He 
has worked with the sexual offender 
population in a variety of capacities, 
including direct service and program 
administration in both institutional and 
parole/community programs. Gov. Jay 
Inslee appointed Jeff to the ISRB in 2015.

Terrina Peterson 
Washington Association of 
Sheriffs and Police Chiefs
Terrina is the sex offender registration 
coordinator with the Washington 
Association of Sheriffs and Police 
Chiefs. She has more than 13 years 
of experience in Washington state sex 
offender registration and classification.

Jedd Pelander 
Juvenile Rehabilitation 
Department of Social Health and 
Services 
Member, Sex Offender Policy 
Board

Jedd has worked for the Department of 
Social and Health Services, Rehabilitation 
Administration since 2003. He 
oversees the Sex Offense Treatment 
and Aftercare Programs, represents 
Juvenile Rehabilitation on Corrections’ 
End of Sentence Review Committee 
for risk-level classification and sexually 
violent predator reviews, chairs the ESRC 
Juvenile Subcommittee for juvenile risk 
level classification and is a member of 
Washington’s Sex Offender Policy Board. 

Stephanie Pitkin, M.A., LMHC 
Health Services Division   
Department of Corrections
Stephanie has been in state service 
for more than 10 years. She began her 
career working with a high-risk juvenile 
population in both group home and 
institutional settings in Pennsylvania 
during her undergraduate studies. 
She also worked with pregnant and 
parenting teens as a social worker 
with the Department of Health and 
Human Services. Stephanie began 
working at the Twin Rivers Unit as a sex 
offender treatment specialist in 2013. 
After a couple years, she transitioned 
to community-based SOTS position 
to return to institutionally focused 
treatment. Presently she is a quality 
assurance specialist for the Sex Offender 
and Treatment Program. She holds a 
B.A. in administration of justice from the 
University of Pittsburgh and a master’s 
in counseling psychology from City 
University of Seattle. She is licensed as a 
LMHC in the state of Washington.   



27

Genell Price 
Yakima County Sheriff’s Office
Genell has worked with the Yakima 
County Sheriff’s Office for five years, 
primarily working in sex offender 
registration and coordination. Previously, 
Genell worked at the Yakima County Jail 
as a corrections officer for five years. 

Peter Qualliotine 
Organization for Prostitution 
Survivors
Peter is co-founder of the Organization 
for Prostitution Survivors, a Seattle-
based nonprofit dedicated to stopping 
the harm of commercial sexual 
exploitation. In 1995, he created one 
of the first intervention programs in 
the nation for buyers of commercial 
sex, in Portland, Oregon. In 2015, Peter 
launched Stopping Sexual Exploitation: 
a Program for Men, a 10-session 
prostitution-buyers intervention program 
used by municipalities in King County.

Megan Reese, Psy.D. 
Special Commitment Center
Megan is a licensed psychologist in the 
state of Washington. She received her 
doctorate in clinical psychology from 
Pacific University in Hillsboro, Oregon, in 
2015. She has worked in the field of sex 
offender treatment for four years and 
has more than eight years of experience 
working with forensic populations. She 
is currently the special needs treatment 
team lead at the Special Commitment 
Center on McNeill Island where she 
oversees a team of psychology 
associates adapting treatment for 
individuals with developmental and 
cognitive disabilities. Megan has 
advanced training in trauma-focused 
cognitive behavioral therapy, forensic 
assessment, working with LGBTQI clients 
and supervision. She currently provides 
community and facility presentations 
on working with individuals with 
neurological and cognitive disorders. 
She has a vast research agenda which 
includes addressing clinician burnout 
in sex offender treatment providers. 
Previously, Megan dedicated herself to 
working with treatment providers and 

community law enforcement agencies to 
increase knowledge in reducing burnout 
and crisis intervention when working with 
difficult populations.

Valiant Richey, J.D. 
King County Prosecutor’s Office

Valiant is a King County senior deputy 
prosecuting attorney. For the past eight 
years, he has worked in the Special 
Assault Unit, which handles cases 
involving the sexual abuse of children 
and adults and the physical abuse of 
children. Currently, Val is a senior trial 
attorney in the unit and is responsible 
for prosecuting cases involving 
sex traffickers and the purchase of 
children for sex. He is also one of two 
coordinators for the Ending Exploitation 
Collaborative, a multi-sector partnership 
in King County to end commercial 
sexual exploitation. Val has conducted 
numerous trainings and briefings on 
sex trafficking and exploitation for law 
enforcement, service providers, policy 
makers and the public. He also serves 
on the Washington State Commercially 
Sexually Exploited Children and 

Ian Polhemus and Police Dog Bear 
Detective 
Seattle Police Department 
Ian has been a member of the Seattle Police Department since 1992, serving 
his first 10 years in patrol, including six years as a field training officer. In 2002, 
Ian was reassigned to the Metropolitan Division where he served the next 
five years as a patrol canine handler with his partner, Police Dog Kaiser. In 
November 2007, Ian was assigned to the Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Force where he was responsible for the investigation and follow-up of crimes 
relating to online child sexual exploitation. He has received certifications in 
basic data recovery and acquisition, intermediate data recovery and analysis, 
and has completed hundreds of hours in digital online and P2P investigations. 
In August 2015, and having had enough of child sexual exploitation cases, 
Ian returned to his K-9 roots and was selected to handle SPD’s first electronic 
storage detection K-9. Following the investigation and subsequent arrest of 
Subway pitchman Jared Fogle with the assistance of a black Lab named Bear, 
Ian reached out to the trainer and initiated a plan to purchase Bear and bring 
him back to Seattle. Since September 2015, Ian and Bear have continued to 
support the ICACTF where they focus on assisting investigators in the recovery 
of digital evidence that might otherwise have gone undetected, but for the 
power of the nose! 
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Trafficking in Persons coordinating 
committees. He has a B.A. and an 
M.A. in political science from Boston 
University and a J.D. from the University 
of Washington.

Victoria Roberts
Victoria is retiring after 37 years of state 
service. During her tenure, she had 
the opportunity to work as staff to the 
Governor’s Task Force on Community 
Protection in 1988 where she assisted in 
implementing the legislation that resulted 
from the task force recommendations, 
including the civil commitment of 
sexually violent predators, sex offender 
registration and sex offender notification. 
She played a lead role in instituting 
the end of sentence review process 
and establishing the state’s system 
of law enforcement and community 
notification. Victoria served as DOC’s 
community protection administrator 
and chaired the End of Sentence Review 
Committee from its inception in 1988 to 
2005.  

Kecia Rongen  
Chair, Indeterminate Sentence 
Review Board
Kecia has worked in the criminal justice 
system for 19 years, specializing in 
the sexual offender population. Before 
coming to the board, she served as 
the administrator for Sexual Offender 
Programs in the Juvenile Rehabilitation 
Administration. In addition, she has 
served on a number of legislative 
work groups related to sex offender 
management. She served as chair 
of the statewide Sex Offender Policy 
Board from 2010 to 2012. Gov. Jay 
Inslee appointed her chair in 2015, 
as well. Kecia is also a member of 
the Washington Association for the 
Treatment of Sexual Abusers.

Nikki Rymer, M.A. 
Special Commitment Center
Nikki received a master’s degree 
in mental health counseling with a 
specialization in forensic psychology 
from Walden University in February 2011. 
Nikki began her career at the Special 
Commitment Center on McNeil Island as 
a psychology associate in March 2017. In 
this position, she provides individual and 
group therapy to civilly committed sexual 
violent predators. She has advanced 
knowledge of crisis management, 
high acuity individuals, intellectual 
disabilities/developmental disabilities, 
traumatic brain injuries, mental health 
disorders, individuals with general and 
sex offenses, instructing and higher-level 
learning counseling/advising. Previously, 
Nikki held a position as correctional 
mental health counselor for the 
Washington Corrections Center. In this 
position, she assisted in developing the 
Skill Builder Unit focused on individuals 
(offenders) with intellectual disabilities/
developmental disabilities/traumatic 
brain injuries and other interfering mental 
health disorders to help them gain basic 
living skills and reduce recidivism. While 
in this position, she facilitated 11 groups 
a week, managed a caseload of 65, 
performed mental health assessments 
and crisis management, and attended 
weekly multidisciplinary meetings. 

Ken Schafer, LMHC, CSOTP
Ken is a licensed mental health 
counselor and certified sex offense 
treatment provider. He has more than 20 
years of experience working with juvenile 
and adult males and females in both 
community and correctional settings. He 
has been trained in dialectical behavior 
therapy and incorporates elements 
of DBT with youth and adults. He is a 
long-term member of ATSA and WATSA 
and is currently on the WATSA board of 
directors.

Renee Schuiteman, M.S.W. 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Renee is the program manager of Airway 
Heights Correction Center Sex Offender 
Treatment and Assessment Programs. 
This program provides prison-based 
treatment to approximately 175 clients 
per year. Treatment at this location has 
CORE group, specialty groups, Spanish 
speaking, activity track treatment and 
aftercare. Renee is a certified Static-
99R, Stable and Acute 2007 trainer, 
having trained with Andrew J.R. Harris, 
Ph.D. She also serves on the Sexually 
Aggressive and Physically Aggressive 
Youth Committee with the Washington 
State Department of Social and Health 
Services.   

Alina B. Shaw, Ph.D. 
Special Commitment Center
Alina is a licensed clinical psychologist. 
She started working in the field of sex 
offender treatment during her graduate 
training, when she co-facilitated men’s 
and women’s groups with Drs. Kenneth 
Lindsey and Cheri Atkins in their private 
practice in southeast Idaho. She has 
been working at the Special Commitment 
Center since June 2016, where she is a 
treatment team lead. Alina is interested 
in the interplay between research and 
practice in the area of sex offender 
treatment and evaluation, dedicated to 
following evidence-based approaches 
and eager to contribute to the betterment 
of the field.     

Kristine Skipworth 
Department of Corrections
Kristine is a 1990 graduate of Gonzaga 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in criminal justice. Upon graduation, she 
obtained employment with Echo Glen 
Children’s Center and was one of two 
female juvenile security guards working 
in a maximum security unit. In 1993, 
she was hired by the Department of 
Corrections where she began her career 
as a community corrections officer 2 in 
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the Burien Field Office. She worked in 
partnership with local law enforcement 
and was integral in the establishment 
of SMART partnerships with various 
King County sheriffs agencies. She 
was later promoted to a CCO3 and was 
invited to participate in a legislative work 
group to write critical review of draft 
legislation and feedback as to content 
and effect of the proposed Drug Offender 
Sentence Alternative legislation prior to it 
becoming a law. At the conclusion of this 
committee, she was offered a position 
of legislative program manager with the 
department’s chemical dependency unit 
and was responsible for establishing 
policy and managing and implementing 
DOSA legislation for the department. She 
has held various community corrections 
supervisor positions, including in work 
release and field units in King and Pierce 
counties. Kristine is currently the Section 
4 field administrator in DOC’s Community 
Corrections Division for Pierce County, 
overseeing 12 units, one work crew and 
the Western Region Transport Team, for 
a total of 143 staff.

Franklyn Smith  
Resource program manager 
Reentry Division   
Department of Corrections
In his current role as resource program 
manager, Franklyn works closely with 
corrections counselors, workforce 
development specialists, education/
employment navigators, facility-
based health and treatment providers, 
community corrections officers, local 
jail release planners, jail liaisons, courts 
and other criminal justice agencies. 
He assesses and maintains the 
availability of community resources to 
support reentry needs that may include 
mental and physical health, chemical 
dependency, employment/education/
training, housing, entitlements funding, 
transportation and other needs as 
identified in the individual release plan. 
Prior to his employment with the DOC, 
Franklyn built a network of direct and 
essential need providers to assist with 
serving the needs of individuals releasing 

from prison or jail and returning to the 
community. His background includes 
community resources management, 
peer counseling and mentoring, 
case management and workforce 
development over a period of 12 years. 
He has also served in organizations such 
as the Freedom Project, RAZ Community 
Services and Unity in Faith Ministries, 
and was the co-founder of Sober 
Solutions, Transitional Housing Services 
LLC. Franklyn has been recognized 
by other community leaders for his 
work in developing homeless outreach 
activities, community support groups 
and professional peer-based mentoring 
programs.

Kimberly Stavrum, M.S. 
Special Commitment Center
Kimberly received her master’s degree in 
forensic behavioral analysis from Florida 
Gulf University in Fort Myers, Florida, 
in 2015. Kimberly has been working 
in the field of sex offender specific 
treatment for the past eight months as 
a psychology associate at the Special 
Commitment Center on McNeil Island 
where she provides group and individual 
treatment sessions to residents civilly 
committed as sexually violent predators. 
She has advanced training in dialectical 
behavioral therapy, sexual predator 
analysis and identification, forensic 
assessment and personality disorders. 
Previously, Kimberly held positions 
providing drug and alcohol treatment in 
county jails and residential facilities in 
Florida and dialectical behavioral therapy 
groups at Oregon State Penitentiary. 
Most recently, she served as the crisis 
and forensic assessment supervisor 
in Clatsop County, Oregon, where 
she and her team were responsible 
for civil commitment investigations, 
evaluations to determine the capability 
for community restoration in the forensic 
population, crisis intervention training 
for local law enforcement agencies and 
providing crisis interventions and support 
to local emergency departments. 

Elsbeth Stebbins 
Health Services Division   
Department of Corrections
Elsbeth has worked with the sex offender 
population for 12 years and has been 
with the Department of Corrections Sex 
Offender Treatment and Assessment 
Program since 2013. She is currently 
a sex offender treatment supervisor 
at the Monroe Correctional Complex 
SOTAP site and has facilitated its 
Healthy Sexuality and Relationship Skills 
Adjunct Groups. These are supplemental 
groups for clients with identified need in 
associated dynamic risk domains (based 
upon the Stable 2007 Dynamic Risk 
Assessment).

Darby Stewart M.S.W., LICSW 
Victims Services Program  
Department of Corrections
Darby began her work in victim services 
in 1990 while studying for a Master 
in Social Work. As a graduate student 
at Eastern Washington University, 
she participated in the development 
of the curriculum for the campus 
Acquaintance/Date Rape Awareness 
Program. In 1991, she joined Lutheran 
Community Services’ Spokane Sexual 
Assault Center as a trauma therapist 
for sexually abused children and adult 
survivors of childhood sexual abuse 
and sexual assault. She also provided 
outreach and sexual assault prevention 
education to the Spokane community 
during her years as a trauma therapist. 
Darby accepted the position of 
director of the Spokane Sexual Assault 
Center in 1997 which she held until 
September 2002 when she left to join 
the Department of Corrections Victim 
Services Program’s newly implemented 
Community Victim Liaison Program. 
For nearly 16 years, Darby has provided 
corrections-based victim advocacy 
services to survivors of crime in 11 
counties in Eastern Washington. She 
was a member of the Office of Crime 
Victims Advocacy’s Sexual Assault 
Services Committee from 1999 to 2002 
and served on the committee’s Anti-
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Oppression Subcommittee. Darby also 
served on the Washington Coalition 
of Sexual Assault Programs’ board 
of directors, the Spokane Regional 
Domestic Violence Team’s policy board 
and the Spokane County sex offender 
management team. She currently serves 
on the Spokane County Domestic 
Violence Coalition, the Sexual Assault 
and Family Trauma Response Center’s 
Community Advisory Board and as a 
member of the multidisciplinary Adult 
Victims of Sexual Assault Committee in 
Spokane.

Minna Swartz, LICSW 
Health Services Division  
Department of Corrections
Minna is a native Western Washingtonian 
who has been working in social 
services for the past 14 years, 10 of 
them in leadership capacities. She 
has practiced in Georgia, Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Washington, and served 
a myriad of client populations, including 
servicemembers, military families, 
veterans, young mothers, low-income 
families, juvenile offenders and 
mentally ill offenders. Before coming 
to the Department of Corrections, she 
served as a social work supervisor at 
Western State Hospital in the Center 
for Forensic Services with offenders 
found not guilty by reason of insanity. 
Minna’s professional development has 
consistently centered on instituting 
effective change. She has developed 
comprehensive relapse prevention 
curricula, served as a Risk Review Board 
member and supervised many direct 
reports. Since coming to DOC, Minna 
has worked to enhance the community 
portion of SOTAP using evidence-based 
practices. She received her Master of 
Social Work from Austin Peay State 
University in Clarksville, Tennessee, and 
is a licensed independent clinical social 
worker in Washington.  

Katrina Tangedahl, M.S.W. 
Children’s Administration  
Department of Social Health and 
Services
Katrina has more than 20 years of 
experience working with youth and 
families involved with the criminal justice 
and child welfare systems throughout 
Washington, starting as a corrections 
counselor at an adult work release facility 
in 1997 and then becoming a juvenile 
parole counselor with the Juvenile 
Justice and Rehabilitation Administration 
in 1998. In 2001, Katrina moved to the 
Children’s Administration where she 
worked with youth and families as a 
social worker in Child Protective Services, 
Family Voluntary Services and Child and 
Family Welfare Services units. As a social 
worker, Katrina has been responsible for 
investigating cases of child abuse and 
neglect, conducting risk assessments/
safety assessments, monitoring/
referring families to appropriate services 
and case management. In her current 
capacity as a social and health program 
consultant with Children’s Administration 
in Spokane, Katrina is responsible for 
coordinating Behavior Rehabilitation 
Services. She also co-chairs the Sexually 
Aggressive Youth/Physically Aggressive 
Youth Committee in Children’s 
Administration Region 1. Katrina acts 
as a regional liaison for the Juvenile 
Justice Rehabilitation Administration 
as well as for the Division of Disabilities 
Administration. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice from Eastern 
Washington University in 1996 and a 
master’s in social worker degree from 
Eastern Washington University in 1998.

Randy van Zandt 
Community Corrections Division 
Department of Corrections
Randy has worked for the Washington 
State Department of Corrections for 17 
years both as a community corrections 
officer and community corrections 
supervisor. He currently supervises 
two specialized units, each of which 
covers all of King County: the Special 
Assault Unit and the Special Needs 

Unit. The SAU supervises all Level 3 sex 
offenders residing in King County. The 
SNU supervises mentally ill offenders, 
including state-designated dangerous 
mentally ill offenders and those found 
not guilty by reason of insanity.  

For 10 years prior to working at 
DOC, Randy worked at a community 
psychiatric clinic in downtown Seattle 
doing case management and day 
treatment for mentally ill adults. 

Lisa Wahl, M.S.N. 
Providence Sexual Assault and 
Child Maltreatment Center
Lisa received her M.S.N. from the 
University of Alaska, and is a family 
nurse practitioner. For 10 years, she 
has provided care at Providence 
Sexual Assault and Child Maltreatment 
Center. Her current role includes 
clinical evaluations, community 
education and awareness, and general 
medical management. SANE-certified, 
adolescence through adulthood, and 
specializing in child abuse, Lisa has 
significant experience as an expert 
witness in court. She has been a 
Darkness to Light Stewards of Children 
facilitator for nine years. She co-chaired 
the Thurston County Domestic Violence/ 
Sexual Assault Task Force for four years, 
is an active participant in the Washington 
SANE guidelines updates and trains 
victim advocates, medical personnel, 
educators and the public, from local to 
international audiences, about the long-
term impact of trauma, toxic stress and 
adverse childhood experiences. Lisa is a 
member of the International Association 
of Forensic Nurses.

Brittany West, M.A. 
Health Services Division 
Department of Corrections
Brittany has worked to successfully 
reinstate the SOTAP program at the 
Special Offender Unit in Monroe and has 
been running two consecutive treatment 
groups for more than 21 months. Her 
caseload includes individuals with severe 
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mental illness as well as intellectual/
developmental disabilities. Prior to 
working exclusively with the sex offender 
population, she was a mental health 
counselor at the same facility, working 
with maximum custody offenders. Before 
working with DOC, she provided sex 
offender and mental health treatment 
in a private practice setting. She holds 
a master’s in clinical psychology and a 
certificate in criminal profiling. 

Jennifer Williams 
Department of Corrections
Jennifer is a program specialist 5 with 
the Washington State Department of 
Corrections Civil Commitment Program. 
She started working with DOC in 1999 
and transferred to the Community 
Protection Unit in 2004 and helped to 
establish the DOC civil commitment 
program for sexually violent predators 
in 2012. Her current duties include 
assisting with all pre-commitment 
discovery, filing and preparations before 
individuals are released from DOC 
confinement, tracking and monitoring 
tolling of DOC supervision while the 
resident is housed at the SCC, preparing 
the records for LRA investigations 
and assisting with LRA cases as they 
transition to the community.

Hilary Williams  
Community Corrections Division 
Department of Corrections
Hilary has served the citizens of 
Washington for the past 21 years, of 
which the past nine have been for the 
Department of Corrections. Hilary scores 
the Static 99R on offenders whose 
effect may have an impact on contact 
standards while offenders are in the 
community. He has an associate degree 
in criminal justice and a bachelor’s 
degree with an emphasis in public 
administration from The Evergreen State 
College, Tacoma campus. He began his 
state service at Maple Lane School in the 
Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration as 
a security officer and later as a counselor 
in 1996. In 2009, he started with DOC 
as a community corrections officer 2 

in Tacoma, working with sex offenders 
and other offenders monitored on 
global positioning satellite. He became 
a firearms instructor in 2012. Hilary 
serves on the board of directors for the 
Washington State Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructors Association as the 
Western Washington representative. 
Hilary later transferred to the Olympia 
Main and Thurston County units 
where he supervised a mixed caseload 
including Drug Offender Sentencing 
Alternative and Special Sex Offender 
Sentencing Alternative offenders. He 
routinely assists the DOC Transportation 
and Extradition Unit and instructs annual 
in-service emergency management. 
He routinely volunteers and been 
recommended to serve on committees 
to suggest future directions. 

Sara Windsheimer, M.A., MFT 
Reentry Division  
Department of Corrections
Sara has a master’s degree in marriage 
and family therapy from George Fox 
University. She joined the Washington 
State Department of Corrections Sex 
Offender Treatment and Assessment 
Program in 2014, where she spent 
three years as a treatment specialist 
and a supervisor. In September 
2017, Sara transitioned to the DOC 
Cognitive Behavioral Change Unit as 
the correctional program manager 
for the east region prisons. Before 
joining DOC, she spent nine years 
providing community-based treatment 
for domestic violence offenders. She 
then spent three years developing and 
managing a program to protect domestic 
violence survivors and their children from 
post-separation abuse during court-
ordered child visitation. Collaboration 
with domestic violence and sexual 
assault survivor services as well as 
extended community partners has been 
an essential part of her work. Sara has a 
passion for trauma-informed care. She 
has sought training, been trained to train 
and has used trauma-informed care/
practices in all her roles in working with 
offenders and survivors of violence.

Dominic Winter 
Department of Corrections
Dominic has been a community 
corrections officer with the Washington 
State Department of Corrections since 
2008. He is currently with the Civil 
Commitment Program supervising 
sexually violent predators released from 
the Special Commitment Center on 
McNeil Island. Prior to this, he worked 
in the Special Needs Unit managing 
severely mentally ill offenders. Since 
joining the Civil Commitment Program, 
Dominic has supervised more than 20 
SVPs in Lewis, Thurston, Pierce and 
Spokane counties. Prior to working for 
the Department of Corrections, Dominic 
worked as a residential rehabilitation 
counselor at the Greater Lakes Mental 
Health Recovery Center in Spanaway 
and at the Lifeline Connections inpatient 
chemical dependency treatment facility 
in Vancouver. Dominic earned his B.A. in 
psychology from Western Washington 
University with a focus on experimental 
psychology and statistics in 2005. After 
graduation, he volunteered as a teaching 
assistant at the Remann Hall Day 
Reporting School in Tacoma teaching 
U.S. history and civics.

Fred Wist, J.D. 
Assistant Attorney General
Fred graduated from Oregon State 
University with a degree in speech 
communications and received a J.D. 
from the University of Puget Sound. He 
began employment in the Pierce County 
Prosecutor’s Office in 1992, working 
initially in district court, developing 
and heading the office’s first Domestic 
Violence Unit that brought together 
prosecutors, advocates, law enforcement 
and the Superior Court Clerk’s Office 
under one central location. Fred worked 
rotations through SAU, juvenile, robbery/
assault, homicide and civil, as well as 
served as the Juvenile Division chief for 
eight years. Fred joined the AGO SVP Unit 
in 2013 and currently serves as a team 
lead supervisor.
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Sessions/ MAY 8

LEO
Registered sex offender coordinator 
101: Part 1

Presenters: Dallas Dusek and Tina Keller
*PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A CLOSED SESSION AND IS INTENDED 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY* 

This course is designed for new RSO coordinators. It will 
provide general instruction on tracking offenders through 
the release process, sex offender registration, records 
management, developing and using resources to gain file 
material for risk level assessments, and tracking tips from 
citizens and law enforcement agencies to research possible 
failure-to-register cases. There will be an outline on relief of duty 
to register and what that entails. A general overview of Offender 
Watch will be provided.

LEO
Commercial sexual exploitation:  
Part 1

Presenters: Valiant Richey, J.D.; Peter Qualliotine;  
James Olsen, Ph.D., J.D.
*PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A CLOSED SESSION AND IS INTENDED 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY*

This session will explore crimes related to commercial sexual 
exploitation, including how to work with and manage those 
convicted of this type of offense and what forms of treatment 
may be available.

LP TP DOC’s Sex Offender Treatment 
and Assessment Program:  
Part 1

Presenters: Corey McNally, M.S., LMHC and Faith 
Golden, Ph.D., LMHC
The Washington State Department of Corrections’ Sex Offender 
Treatment and Assessment Program has undergone significant 
changes over the past four years to better adhere to ATSA 
best practices, uphold its classification as an evidence-based 
practice by the Washington State Institute of Public Policy 
and adhere to the Risk Need Responsivity Model. Significant 
revisions include prioritizing clients based on validated risk 
assessments, a complete overhaul of programming offered 
based on available research, targeting criminogenic needs of 
the clients based on validated assessments and operations that 
support the stability and maintenance of the treatment model. 
This session will provide a summary of the overhaul process, 
the newly implemented treatment program and directions for 
the future.    

yy Registered sex offender coordinator 101: Part 1

yy Commercial sexual exploitation: Part 1

yy DOC’s Sex Offender Treatment and Assessment 
Program: Part 1

yy From treatment to transition: Part 1

yy Understanding risk for sex offenders

yy Juvenile registration 101

yy Q&A with Patty Wetterling
BREAKOUT A   
May 8 | 1–1:50 p.m.

A



33

CC From treatment to transition: Part 1

Presenters: Elena Lopez Psy.D. and  
Dominic Winter
Under RCW 71.09, residents committed and/ or detained as 
sexually violent predators are provided treatment at the Special 
Commitment Center with the overarching goal of helping 
each individual learn to manage his/her risk and work toward 
a safe community transition. This two-part presentation will 
focus on an overview of SCC treatment program components 
and the eventual transition to a less restrictive alternative and 
community supervision. 

Part one will provide a high-level overview of the treatment and 
the program structure as well as considerations for community 
corrections officers in working with individuals who have sex 
offenses and with treatment teams. It will also provide some 
takeaways and considerations for providing more continuity in 
the transition to community and supervision.

Part two will consist of an overview of a release and interactive 
discussion on supervision of the SCC residents on LRA. 
Insights, challenges and successes will be shared, with 
opportunities provided to ask questions. Additionally, the 
importance of the treatment team and review of progress will 
be highlighted.

VS Understanding risk for sex offenders

Presenters: Renee Schuiteman, M.S.W.; Jacob 
Bezanson, Hilary Williams
This training provides information on how DOC uses the Static-
99R, Stable and Acute 2007 tool for clients in sex offender 
treatment and on the End of Sentence Review Committee’s 
leveling system/protocol, including mitigating and aggravating 
levels. In addition, it will look at how the assessment tools are 
used to drive contact and supervision standards and strategies 
upon release.

J Juvenile registration 101

Presenter: Jedd Pelander
Session participants will be provided an overview of registration 
requirements for juveniles with a registerable sex offense in 
Washington state. This session provides information on who 
is required to register, length of registration, failing to register, 
relief from registration, sealing records for juveniles adjudicated 
of a sex offense and community notification. It will also 
explore the collateral consequences of juvenile registration and 
community notification.     

ALL Q&A with Patty Wetterling

This session is an opportunity for conference attendees to 
speak with Patty and ask her questions in an open-session 
environment. 

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members
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yy Registered sex offender coordinator 101: Part 2

yy Commercial sexual exploitation: Part 2

yy Department of Corrections’ Sex Offender Treatment and 
Assessment Program: Part 2

yy Treating sexual offenders who have intellectual/
developmental disabilities

yy Prosecuting failure to register cases

yy From treatment to transition: Part 2

yy Juvenile supervision and Special Sex Offender 
Disposition Alternative program

BREAKOUT B   
May 8 | 2–2:50 p.m.

B

LEO Registered sex offender coordinator 
101: Part 2

Presenters: Dallas Dusek and Tina Keller
*PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A CLOSED SESSION AND IS INTENDED 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY* 

This course is designed for new RSO coordinators. It will 
provide general instruction on tracking offenders through 
the release process, sex offender registration, records 
management, developing and using resources to gain file 
material for risk level assessments, and tracking tips from 
citizens and law enforcement agencies to research possible 
failure-to-register cases. There will be an outline on relief of duty 
to register and what that entails. A general overview of Offender 
Watch will be provided.

LEO Commercial sexual exploitation:  
Part 2

Presenter: Valiant Richey, J.D. 
*PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A CLOSED SESSION AND IS INTENDED 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY*

This session will explore crimes related to commercial sexual 
exploitation, including how to work with and manage those 
convicted of this type of offense and what forms of treatment 
may be available.

LP TP
Department of Corrections’ Sex 
Offender Treatment and 
Assessment Program: Part 2

Presenters: Corey McNally, MS, LMHC; Faith Golden, 
Ph.D., LMHC; Minna Swartz
This is an opportunity for interested attendees to ask questions 
of various SOTAP members. 

TP
Treating sexual offenders who have 
intellectual/developmental 
disabilities

Presenters: Christine Gomes, Psy.D.; Brittany West, 
M.A.; Steve Donovan, M.Ed.; Amanda Fenrich, M.A.
This session will include a brief review of the available literature 
on sex offender treatment approaches for individuals who 
have intellectual/developmental disabilities. In addition, the 
presenters will share treatment activities designed for use with 
this population in SOTAPs.

LP
Prosecuting failure to  
register cases

Presenter: John Cummings, J.D.
Pierce County Deputy Prosecuting Attorney John Cummings 
will discuss best practices for investigating and prosecuting the 
crime of failure to register as a sex offender from a prosecutor’s 
perspective.
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CC From treatment  
to transition: Part 2

Presenters: Elena Lopez, Psy.D. and Dominic Winter
Under RCW 71.09, residents committed and/or detained as 
sexually violent predators are provided treatment at the Special 
Commitment Center with the overarching goal of helping 
each individual learn to manage his/her risk and work toward 
a safe community transition. This two-part presentation will 
focus on an overview of SCC treatment program components 
and the eventual transition to a less restrictive alternative and 
community supervision. 

Part 1 will provide a high-level overview of the treatment and 
the program structure as well as considerations for community 
corrections officers in working with individuals who have sex 
offenses and with treatment teams. It will also provide some 
takeaways and considerations for providing more continuity in 
the transition to community and supervision.

Part 2 will consist of an overview of a release and interactive 
discussion on supervision of the SCC residents on LRA. 
Insights, challenges and successes will be shared, with 
opportunities provided to ask questions. Additionally, the 
importance of the treatment team and review of progress will 
be highlighted.

J
Juvenile supervision and Special Sex 
Offender Disposition Alternative 
program

Presenter: Don Loen
This session offers a comprehensive discussion of court 
supervision of juvenile sex offenders, with a focus on the 
SSODA. The presenter hopes to elicit discussion over a best-
practices approach with the idea that not all practices are 
practical for all courts. Participants will be provided with an 
overview of the SSODA program in Yakima County and a brief 
discussion of supervision of non-SSODA juvenile sex offenders.

The presenter will also discuss the SSODA evaluation process 
and how a youth would be selected for the SSODA program. 
The discussion will progress into building a support team, 
leveling, polygraph examinations, visitation, court reviews, other 
court interventions and the processes post-supervision.    

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members
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•	 Sex offender supervision in the Digital Age
•	 Best practices in supervision with early career 

treatment providers
•	 Legislative updates
•	 Children’s Administration overview:  

Sexually Aggressive Youth and Physically 
Aggressive/Assaultive Youth programs

•	 End of Sentence Review  
Committee 101 

BREAKOUT C  
May 8 | 3–3:50 p.m.

C

CC LE
Sex offender supervision  
in the Digital Age

Presenter: Matthew McDaniel
A crash course for the technically challenged: Individuals 
who are tasked with supervision of sex offenders in today’s 
tech-embedded society face a daunting task.  Except in 
exceptional circumstances, it is often not possible to simply 
ban a sex offender from accessing computers, smart devices 
or the internet. The reality is that sex offender supervision 
will increase in complexity as society becomes even more 
intertwined with the internet, and as phones and other devices 
become more complex. Supervision is an arduous process, 
and often the most difficult and time-consuming period is 
at the onset of the supervision. During this session, we will 
explore ways to restrict and control smart phone access (on 
Android and iOS operating systems), provide tips on conducting 
inspections of smart devices and review some of the popular 
apps and social networking pitfalls encountered during the 
supervision of sex offenders.

TP
Best practices in supervision with 
early career treatment providers

Presenters: John Gruenewald, Ph.D. and Megan 
Reese, Psy.D.
According to the American Psychological Association, 
supervisors are the gatekeepers to professional psychology, 
which includes assessing career suitability and working to 
ensure community and client safety. This presentation will 
address clinical supervision with early career sex offender 
treatment providers using a strengths-based approach, which 
includes formative and summative evaluations as they relate 

to supervisory outcomes and supervisee career development. 
Facilitators will address issues related to best practices within 
the context of legal, ethical and regulatory considerations. 
Discussion will explore salient issues early career treatment 
providers experience in developing a professional identity, 
including increasing supervisee knowledge specifically related 
to sex offender treatment. Topics addressed will include goal 
setting in supervision, documentation, monitoring of client/
therapist relationships, supervisor traits related to successful 
outcomes and obstacles to effective supervision. 

LP VS Legislative updates

Presenter: John Cummings, J.D.
Pierce County Deputy Prosecuting Attorney John Cummings 
will review the relevant changes in the law made during the 
2018 legislative session as well as by the courts during the past 
year.

J
Children’s Administration overview:  
Sexually Aggressive Youth and 
Physically Aggressive/Assaultive 
Youth programs

Presenters: Joshua Koutecky; Katrina Tangedahl, 
M.S.W.; Chris McLaughlin, M.S.
Please join staff from the Children’s Administration as we 
discuss the Sexually Aggressive Youth and the Physically 
Aggressive/Assaultive Youth programs that Children’s 
Administration manages. The Children’s Administration often 
receives requests for supports like these as we engage with 
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families in your communities, so this conversation will focus on 
the statutory authority, process/procedure for accessing these 
funding sources, quality assurance and committee process, 
as well as best practices related to these resources. Unlike 
most resources that Children’s Administration manages, youth 
do NOT have to be dependent to access Sexually Aggressive 
Youth services/supports, so please join us to learn more. Bring 
your questions and case examples, and we will gladly discuss 
further with you!

ALL
End of Sentence Review  
Committee 101

Presenters: Jacob Bezanson, Jedd Pelander, 
Victoria Roberts
How did we get here and what are we doing now? The ESRC 
is required to review individuals, recommend sex offender 
notification levels and make appropriate referrals, including 
sexually violent predator referrals, for individuals preparing 
for release from state prisons, mental hospitals or juvenile 
rehabilitation facilities. This session will provide information 
about the formation of the ESRC as well as information 
on the committee’s practices and procedures. Following 
the presentation, a panel discussion will convene. It will 
include the original chair of the ESRC, a law enforcement 
ESRC representative, the current chair of the juvenile ESRC 
subcommittee and the current ESRC chair.

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members
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•	 Face-to-face registered sex offender contacts
•	 Skill building in sex offender treatment
•	 Cases involving familial victims
•	 Reentry 101: Supporting successful transition by 

offering reentry pathways
•	 State sex offender public website and additional 

victim notification resources
•	 Treating youth with sexual behavioral issues in the 

community
•	 Q&A with the End of Sentence Review Committee

BREAKOUT D 
May 8 | 4–4:50 p.m.

D

LEO
Face-to-face registered  
sex offender contacts

Presenter: Allan O’Neill
*PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A CLOSED SESSION AND IS INTENDED 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY* 

An essential role of the RSO coordinator is conducting RSO 
address verification checks. The most effective method to 
conduct these checks is face-to-face contacts. Face-to-face 
address verification checks are also required by agencies 
participating in the RSO Address Residency Verification 
Program. This presentation provides a comprehensive overview 
on conducting effective face-to face contacts with RSOs, how 
to prepare for face-to-face verification checks, what to look for 
while conducting the face-to-face contacts, communication 
and the importance of gaining rapport with the RSO.  

TP Skill building in sex offender 
treatment

Presenters: Alina Shaw, Ph.D. and  
Megan Reese, Psy.D.
The fundamental goals of treating sex offenders are to reduce 
recidivism, ensure successful community reintegration and 
protect the community at large. These apply not only to a civilly 
committed population, but also to sex offenders receiving 
treatment in the community. Historically, insight-based 
approaches to treatment that emphasize an understanding of 
one’s developmental history, offense cycle and triggers have 
been used. These approaches are useful for establishing a 
foundation for treatment, but can have limited effectiveness 
when not accompanied by complementary skill building. 
When interacting with individuals with significant antisocial 
personality traits, high psychopathy or cognitive impairment, 

for example, it becomes apparent that skill building aimed 
at replacing maladaptive behaviors is a crucial component 
of treatment. As a result, incorporating skill building into our 
treatment approaches is not only dictated by our commitment 
to a cognitive-behavioral foundation, but an essential way 
in which we prepare individuals for being successful. This 
presentation provides an overview of skill-building approaches 
that can be used in treating sex offenders. Strategies that work 
for individuals who have normal intellectual functioning will be 
discussed, as well as those that are best suited for a special 
needs population. 

LE Cases involving familial victims

Presenters: Rebecca Kedigh, M.A. and Mallorie 
Hardesty, M.A.
This presentation will focus on discussing the impact familial 
offending has on both offenders and family members. 
Presenters will discuss implications associated with familial 
victims, such as barriers to reporting and loss of support, as 
well as recidivism risk.

CC
Reentry 101: Supporting successful 
transition by offering reentry 
pathways

Presenters: Danielle Armbruster, Jim Harms, 
Franklyn Smith
Ninety-six percent of the incarcerated population will release 
to the community. Individuals with a criminal history may face 
insurmountable barriers. Without help and hope to break down 
these barriers, some will fall back into the very lifestyle which 
contributed to their criminal behavior in the first place. The key 
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to creating safer communities is by breaking that cycle. The 
information presented in this session will include a discussion 
related to supporting successful transition using a continuum 
of care model. 

Although the “ideal” step-by-step structure or continuum of 
care approach may be difficult to execute, the idea that reentry 
should consist of pre- and post-release support and supervision 
is a common goal for the Washington State Department of 
Corrections Reentry Division and is becoming more common 
in other states. To achieve and support successful transition, 
this presentation will show how wraparound programs and 
services appear to work better because they connect in-prison 
and post-prison interventions starting early in the individual’s 
incarceration and continuing throughout incarceration and 
continuing through the supervision period.

VS
State sex offender public website and 
additional victim notification 
resources

Presenters: Terrina Peterson and Steven Briggs
This session is intended to provide an overview of how to use 
the Washington state sex offender public website, VINE and 
VINE PO resources.

J
Treating youth with sexual behavioral 
issues in the community

Presenter: Ken Schafer, LMHC, CSOTP
Youth with sexual behavioral issues are referred for therapy/
treatment in the community for a multitude of reason and in 
several different ways based on their age and legal situations/
adjudications. In this presentation, the following issues and 
topics will be addressed: 

The differences and similarities of working with: 

•	 Youth from a sexually aggressive youth DSHS referral

•	 Youth who have been granted a Special Sex Offense 
Disposition Alternative

•	 Youth who are referred by JRA post release and/or less-
restrictive community-based facility

ALL
Q&A with the End of Sentence Review 
Committee 

Presenters: Jacob Bezanson, Jedd Pelander,  
GayLynn Jackson, Victoria Roberts
This is an opportunity for interested attendees to ask questions 
of ESRC members. 

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members
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Sessions/ MAY 9
yy U.S. Marshals Service

yy Exiled in America: Sex Offender Reentry and Housing 
Policy

yy Child sex trafficking

yy Female sex offenders: Who are they and why do we 
treat them?

BREAKOUT E   
May 9 |  11–11:50 a.m.

E

LE U.S. Marshals Service

Presenter: Bill Downey
This session will cover these topics: the traditional role of the 
U.S. Marshals Service; congressional directive to enforce the 
Adam Walsh Act; federal prosecution of sex offenders for failing 
to register; federally convicted sex offenders who fail to update 
registration; locally convicted sex offenders who travel and fail 
to register; tribal and international boundaries; international 
Meagan’s Law; and Marshals Service fugitive task forces and 
operations and funding. 

CC LP VS
Exiled in America: Sex 
Offender Reentry and 
Housing Policy

Presenter: Christopher P. Dum, Ph.D.
In this session, Kent State University sociologist Christopher 
P. Dum examines sex offender reentry and housing policy 
from two complementary perspectives. First, he presents the 
findings from his book “Exiled in America: Life on the Margins 
in a Residential Motel” to paint a vivid picture of what reentry 
housing looks like for sex offenders who lack stable housing. 
This research is based on a year spent renting a room at a 
residential motel used to house homeless individuals. Second, 
he extends this ethnographic research by presenting findings 
from a national survey on public attitudes on sex offender 
housing policy. Specifically, he presents two studies that 
examine citizens’ support for housing policies that would assist 
sex offenders in the community. These studies shed light on 
how policymakers might appeal to particular constituents when 
creating policy and what groups of citizens may be particularly 
resistant to policies that assist sex offenders in the community.

J LE Child sex trafficking

Presenter: Kyle McNeal
This session will provide an overview of the efforts now in place 
by the FBI to address child sex trafficking and have a focus on 
Washington state. It will cover these topics: task force overview, 
sex trafficking (definition, objectives), the game (grooming 
process), indicators, venues for sex trafficking and victim 
services.  

TP
Female sex offenders: Who are they 
and why do we treat them?

Presenters: Cathi Harris, M.A.; Dana Hufford, 
M.S.W.; Stephanie Pitkin, M.A., LMHC
Historically, lack of attention to female sexual offenders has 
led to less knowledge about them as compared to their male 
counterparts. This session will provide an overview of females 
who commit sexual offenses, including current beliefs, societal 
views and myths. We will also discuss offender and offense 
characteristics, pointing out the differences between male and 
females, available recidivism data and treatment targets.   

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcement

CC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers

VS Victims services

J Juveniles

All interestedALL

T Tribal members
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J LE Integration of electronic storage 
detection K-9 in your case

Presenters: Detective Ian Polhemus  
and police dog Bear
K-9s have been used for security and hunting since the days 
of the Romans and specifically in law enforcement for more 
than 100 years. This workshop will introduce attendees to the 
latest in detection dog work — the Electronic Storage Detection 
K-9. The background of the program, its implementation, how 
to integrate a team in both your ICAC investigations as well as 
others, and deployment options will be discussed. Additional 
concepts such as including the use of a team for de-escalation 
purposes as well as how an ESD team can be used to assist in 
obtaining a child victim disclosure during the execution of your 
search warrant will also be discussed. 

LE Human trafficking

Presenter: Capt. Michael Edwards
Washington state is unique in its proximity to other states 
and Canada, the federal highway system that allows quick 
access both north and south as well as east to the rest of the 
nation, a major seaport, highly sought-after tourist destinations 
and more. Because of all this, Washington is a top location 
for human trafficking, and not just labor trafficking but sex 
trafficking, too. The efforts to interdict these crimes leverages 
technology in ever-expanding ways, shedding light on the 
problem and offering ways out for the victims.  

TP Assisting those with intellectual 
disability increase their response to 
treatment

Presenters: Mary-Catherine Kenny, M.S., Ed.S.;  
Nikki Rymer, M.A.; Rachel DeLateur, M.S., LMHC, 
GMHS
The risk-need-responsivity model will be used and reviewed 
in the context of individuals with intellectual disabilities and 
how providers can increase their response to sex offender 
specific treatment. This presentation will highlight the unique 
challenges in this population that contribute to their individual 
needs and lower their responsivity to treatment. Discussion on 
support, adaptations and monitoring will be reviewed to provide 
suggestions for improving the likelihood of treatment success 
using a functional assessment model. Facilitators will use a 
collaborative communication model to increase continuity 
of care. Participants will have an opportunity to practice the 
concepts presented. 

LP
Sex offender treatment in the 
community

Presenters: Minna Swartz, LICSW and Sharese 
Jones, M.A.
Washington is one of a handful of states that provide sex 
offender treatment in the community after incarceration. 
This presentation will provide a review of DOC’s Sex Offender 
Treatment and Assessment Program’s community portion 
of treatment, and how the skills and interventions learned 
in institutional treatment are translated and used in the 
community.  

yy Integration of electronic storage detection K-9 in your 
case

yy Human trafficking

yy Assisting those with intellectual disability increase their 
response to treatment

yy Sex offender treatment in the community

yy Working with, rather than against denial: Part 1

yy What could the role of an advocate look like?

yy Q&A with the author of “Exiled in America: Life on the 
Margins in a Residential Motel”  

BREAKOUT F   
May 9 | 1–1:50 p.m.

F
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CC Working with, rather than against 
denial: Part 1

Presenter: Brent Borg, M.S.W.
Approximately one-third of sex offenders categorically deny 
their offense; another one-third deny some aspect of the 
crime. As accepting responsibility for an offense is typically an 
expectation of treatment, many individuals are therefore not 
treated. This session will look at the complex nature of denial 
and how it plays out in sex offender treatment. We will also 
focus on Moving Forward, a treatment program for adjudicated 
sex offenders who categorically deny their offense.

VS What could the role of an advocate 
look like?

Panelists: Maddie Graves-Wilson; Sheila Lewallen, 
M.A., LMHC; Darby Stewart, M.S.W., LICSW
The role played by a victims’ advocate changes not only within 
a jurisdiction, but on a day-to-day basis. This session comprises 
four panelist who serve as advocates in different ways and in 
different jurisdictions. Over the course of the session, each will 
talk more about what their role looks like in their community 
and what the role of an advocate could look like in yours.

ALL
Q&A with the author of “Exiled in 
America: Life on the Margins in a 
Residential Motel”

Panelist: Christopher P. Dum, Ph.D.
This is an opportunity for interested attendees to ask questions 
of the author of “Exiled in America: Life on the Margins in a 
Residential Motel.”

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members
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yy When sex offenders roar

yy Internet Crimes against Children Task Force overview

yy “It’s not denial if it isn’t true”: Working with sex offenders 
in pre-contemplation

yy Rape culture: What is it and what can we do about it?

yy Working with, instead of against, denial: Part 2 

yy Tribal nation networkingBREAKOUT G   
May 9 | 2–2:50 p.m.

G

LE When sex offenders roar

Presenter: Fred Wist, J.D.
This session will offer a definition of a recent overt act as 
it applies to sex offenders residing in the community, the 
important role of law enforcement in the identification and 
reporting of this behavior, and the role of the Department of 
Corrections, the Attorney General’s Office and the King County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

J LE
Internet Crimes against Children 
Task Force overview

Presenter: Capt. Michael Edwards
The internet is accessible anywhere there is a hardline, Wi-Fi or 
cellular connection. Washington has historically led the nation 
in infrastructure development that brings internet access to all 
areas of the state. As a result, the efforts of the Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task Force touch almost every community in 
our state. Unfortunately, the numbers of cases in Washington 
rival or exceed those of other states. These crimes range 
from the production and distribution of child pornography 
to sextortion and online enticement, resulting in the sexual 
exploitation of children. The predators involved in these crimes 
are very sophisticated and technologically savvy as they take 
advantage of technology advancements for appalling uses. 
This session provides an overview of the ICAC Task Force’s 
work and role in eliminating internet crimes against children in 
Washington. 

TP
“It’s not denial if it isn’t true”: Working 
with sex offenders in  
pre-contemplation

Presenters: Joseph Bigelow, Psy.D. and Kimberly 
Stavrum, M.S.
This presentation will explore how the pre-contemplation 
stage of change manifests in sex offender treatment and how 
to effectively work with sex offenders who exhibit significant 
forms of denial, minimization, resistance and justification 
over their offense(s) and need for treatment. Aspects of 
pre-contemplation examined will include reasons for not 
progressing in the stages of change, ruling out responsivity 
concerns, minimization and denial of sexual offending behavior, 
questioning the validity and effectiveness of supervision/
treatment, lack of motivation to change and previously 
failed attempts to change. Furthermore, examples of pre-
contemplation statements and attitudes will be reviewed with 
possible motivational interviewing, cognitive behavioral therapy 
and trans-theoretical model interventions intended to facilitate 
change while balancing the challenging of resistance with the 
need to prevent alienation of the client or providing the client 
with justification to leave supervision/treatment.



45

LP VS
Rape culture: What is it and what 
can we do about it?

Presenter: Kerry McCarthy, M.A.
Rape culture is defined as a culture that has normalized sexual 
violence because of its prevailing social attitudes about gender, 
sexuality and violence. This presentation will provide examples 
of rape culture and take an in-depth look at how rape culture 
has been reinforced in our environment. Additionally, it will 
explore how Washington is addressing this issue and current 
approaches to reduce sexual violence. This presentation is 
intended to be interactive and will allow for participants to 
discuss ways in which these approaches may be adopted.

CC Working with, instead of against, 
denial: Part 2

Presenter: Brent Borg, M.S.W.
Approximately one-third of sex offenders categorically deny 
their offense, with an additional one-third denying some aspect 
of the crime. As accepting responsibility for an offense is 
typically an expectation of treatment, many individuals are 
therefore not treated. This session will look at the complex 
nature of denial and how it plays out in sex offender treatment. 
We will also focus on Moving Forward, a treatment program for 
adjudicated sex offenders who categorically deny their offense.

T Tribal nation networking and Q&A

Facilitator: Juli Ana Grant, senior policy advisor
This is an opportunity for tribal attendees to come together and 
discuss policies and practices, including SORNA compliance. 
Juli Ana Grant, Washington’s Senior Policy Advisor from the 
SMART Office will be available for questions regarding SORNA 
implementation. 

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members



46

LE Statutory rape and sex offender 
registration: Lessons learned

Presenter: Eric Eisenberg, J.D.
Mr. Bartz’s conviction for Statutory Rape (a crime that was 
repealed in 1988) raised thorny issues regarding his duty to 
register---which were ultimately resolved by the state supreme 
court in another case.  This session discusses the Bartz case, 
the decision in In re: Pers. Restraint Petition of Arnold, and 
lessons learned from both.

LE Treatment 101

Presenters: Cathi Harris, M.A.; Amanda Debleeker, 
M.S.W.; Jerry Finley, M.A.
This session is designed to educate stakeholders who may be 
directly involved with sex offenders in their supervision or other 
aspects of these individuals’ lives to better understand what 
sex offender therapy entails, the logistics and expectations 
of treatment and the overall efficacy of the treatment DOC 
provides. This session is designed to be interactive and 
encourage helpful ways to create supportive communication 
between treatment providers and others involved in the DOC 
system.

TP
Improving sex offender treatment 
delivery

Presenter: Alina Shaw, Ph.D. and Henry Abghari, 
Ph.D.
Three main approaches to sex offender treatment are most 
commonly used today: The Risk Need Responsivity Model, 
exemplified by relapse prevention, was borrowed from the 
chemical dependency treatment literature. The Good Lives 
Model is a newer, strength-based approach that emphasizes 
positive, individualized intervention. Last, the Self-Regulation 
Model, which is garnering a growing level of interest and 
empirical support, is characterized by the variability of offense-
related goals and the different manners in which individuals 
regulate themselves to achieve their goals. While not ignoring 
an individual’s offense history, the Self-Regulation Model 
focuses on skill building and developing an individual’s internal 
resources to regulate his sexual behavior by addressing its 
cognitive, emotional and behavioral components. Therapeutic 
factors that have been empirically demonstrated to facilitate 
treatment progress with sex offenders, as well as the treatment 
medium (individual/group), will be addressed. This presentation 
is aimed at identifying the most effective strategies employed 
by these approaches and providing reasonable and feasible 
ways of incorporating them in a cohesive, unified treatment 
model.

yy Statutory rape and sex offender registration – Lessons 
learned

yy Treatment 101

yy Improving sex offender treatment delivery

yy The Indeterminate Sentence Review Board: Part 1

yy Juvenile Supervision and Juvenile Rehabilitation’s 
treatment model: Part 1

yy Less restrictive alternative panel  
BREAKOUT H   
May 9 | 3–3:50 p.m.

H
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CC LP VS The Indeterminate 
Sentence Review Board: 
Part 1

Presenters: Kecia Rongen; Jeff Patnode; Sheila 
Lewallen, M.A., LMHC; Kristi Busch
This presentation will provide a brief overview of Washington’s 
ISRB and will be followed by a question-and-answer session. 
The overview will include the board’s structure, populations 
under the board’s jurisdiction, process for decision making, 
interaction with DOC related to community supervision and the 
role of victims.

J
Juvenile Supervision and Juvenile 
Rehabilitation’s treatment model:  
Part 1

Presenter: Jedd Pelander
This session provides a comprehensive overview of treatment 
programming for juveniles committed to DSHS’ Rehabilitation 
Administration for sexual behaviors. Topics include 
assessment, institution programming, reentry and transition, 
community facility programming and community supervision 
for youth who have sexually offended.

ALL Less restrictive alternative panel

Panelists: Sonja Hardenbrook, J.D.; Tiffany Pate;  
Chris Ervin; Jennifer Williams
This is an opportunity for interested attendees to ask questions 
of several people who work with the LRA process at varying 
levels. 

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members
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LE
Public records and electronic record 
keeping

Presenter: Sara Di Vittorio, J.D.
This session provides an overview of the Public Records Act, 
and additional policies related to electronic record keeping. 

TP High-Acuity Milieu development

Presenters: Brandon Duncan, M.A., LMHC and 
Catriona Braid, B.A.
The High-Acuity Milieu program was developed to help 
mitigate acute mental illness, cognitive functioning and other 
responsivity factors that interfere with residents’ ability to 
attend and maximize from sex offender treatment as well 
as progress toward conditional release or discharge. The 
High-Acuity Milieu program required substantial changes 
to the institutional structure to ensure that the appropriate 
treatment was being delivered to the population targeted. This 
presentation will summarize the program and the process that 
was used to build it.  

LP Providing expert testimony

Presenter: Brad Meryhew, J.D.
This session will focus on the fundamentals of preparing for 
and delivering testimony as an expert witness in courtroom 
proceedings. After a review of the fundamentals, we will 
discuss current issues of interest to the participants and 
offer feedback and advice for how to handle particular 

difficult situations. This session is intended for mental health 
professionals and law enforcement who are called on to testify 
as experts in court.

CC 71.09 Commitment Process and Less 
Restrictive Alternatives 

Presenters: Fred Wist, J.D. and Tiffany Pate
This session will provide an overview of the legal process 
for sexually violent predators conditionally released to less 
restrictive alternative placements under Chapter 71.09 RCW 
and the significant role of the Department of Corrections in the 
management of this population.

VS
Sexual assault prevention: What is 
being done and how can we 
contribute?

Presenter: Maddie Graves-Wilson
What is being done in communities across Washington to 
prevent sexual violence? During this session, we will take a look 
at the effort made by Beyond Survival, a community sexual 
assault program, to curb the sexual assault rates in Grays 
Harbor County. We will offer an overview of other efforts across 
the state and discuss what efforts could look like statewide..

yy Public records and electronic record keeping

yy High-Acuity Milieu development

yy Providing expert testimony

yy 71.09 Commitment Process and Less Restrictive 
Alternatives 

yy Sexual assault prevention: What is being done and how 
can we contribute?

yy Juvenile Supervision and Juvenile Rehabilitation’s 
treatment model: Part 2

yy The Indeterminate Sentence Review Board: Part 2  

BREAKOUT I   
May 9 | 4–4:50 p.m.

I
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J
Juvenile Supervision and Juvenile 
Rehabilitation’s treatment model:  
Part 2

Presenter: Jedd Pelander
This session provides a comprehensive overview of treatment 
programming for juveniles committed to the DSHS’ Juvenile 
Rehabilitation Administration for sexual behaviors. Topics 
include assessment, institution programming, reentry and 
transition, community facility programming and community 
supervision for youth who have sexually offended.

ALL
The Indeterminate Sentence Review 
Board: Part 2

Presenters: Kecia Rongen; Jeff Patnode; Sheila 
Lewallen, M.A., LMHC; Kristi Busch
The Q&A section is designed to delve more deeply into 
individual requests for more information..

LEO Law enforcement only

LE Law enforcementCC Community Corrections TP Treatment providers VS Victims services

J JuvenilesAll interestedALL T Tribal members
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yy Judgment and sentencing overview

yy DOC and its role in community supervision

yy Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Children®: Part 1

yy Special Commitment Center Panel

BREAKOUT J   
May 10 | 8–8:50 a.m.

J

Sessions/ MAY 10

LE Judgment and sentencing overview

Presenter: Jonathan Meyer, J.D.
This session provides an overview judgement and sentencing 
requirements.

LE DOC and its role in community 
supervision

Presenters: Theresa Engdahl, Randy van Zandt, 
Kristine Skipworth
This session focuses on the department’s role in the 
community supervision of sexual offenders. Topics will include 
a description of DOC jurisdiction and authority; common types 
of supervision associated with sex offenders; establishing an 
appropriate risk classification including use of the Washington 
ONE risk assessment; developing appropriate risk-related 
conditions, including prohibitions and affirmative acts; contact 
standards; two of DOC’s Specialty Units, the Spokane and King 
County Special Assault Units; and some of the challenges of 
supervising this population.

ALL
Darkness to Light’s Stewards of 
Children®: Part 1

Presenter: Lisa Wahl, M.S.N.
One of 10 children will be sexually abused before they turn 
18. Research shows that people who are sexually violated 
as children are far more likely to experience psychological 
problems often lasting into adulthood, including post-traumatic 

stress syndrome, depression, suicide, substance abuse, teen 
pregnancy, dropping out of school and relationship problems.

Darkness to Light understands that learning the facts about 
childhood sexual abuse helps prevent it, as do talking about it 
and getting involved. The truth is, if childhood sexual abuse can 
be prevented, it can be stopped. These survivors lived through 
child sexual abuse, experienced its immediate and long-term 
effects and ultimately were able to find healing. They’ll meet 
experts who work with children and families and confront 
abuse on a daily basis. Many of these survivors and experts are 
also parents themselves. This program provides opportunity to 
engage in conversations not only about the video but hear what 
communities typically ask, are concerned with and respond to 
the information.

Stewards of Children® is the only nationally distributed program 
with multiple evaluations demonstrating efficacy classified 
as an evidence-based program via the federal agency model 
“Stewards of Children.”

ALL Special Commitment Center Panel

Panelists: Elena Lopez, Psy.D.; Tony Bowie;  
Craig Mingay
This is an opportunity for interested attendees to ask questions 
of people who work at the Special Commitment Center in 
different capacities.
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LEO Offender Watch Q&A
*PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A CLOSED SESSION AND IS INTENDED 
FOR OFFENDER WATCH USERS ONLY*

The Offender Watch representative will be available for 
questions or discussions about Offender Watch and its use. 

TP Trauma-informed care

Presenter: Sara Windsheimer, M.A., MFT
Trauma-informed care is important for facilitating change, 
even for those who have caused trauma to others through 
their offending. This session will focus on understanding 
the impacts of adverse childhood experiences and trauma 
on incarcerated males who have sexually offended. This 
will include a review of how trauma-informed practices 
enhance treatment interventions and of current practices of 
understanding treatment resistance through a trauma-informed 
lens.

ALL Darkness to Light’s Stewards of 
Children®: Part 2

Presenter: Lisa Wahl, M.S.N.
One of 10 children will be sexually abused before they turn 
18. Research shows that people who are sexually violated 
as children are far more likely to experience psychological 
problems often lasting into adulthood, including post-traumatic 
stress syndrome, depression, suicide, substance abuse, teen 
pregnancy, dropping out of school and relationship problems.

Darkness to Light understands that learning the facts about 
childhood sexual abuse helps prevent it, as do talking about it 
and getting involved. The truth is, if childhood sexual abuse can 
be prevented, it can be stopped. These survivors lived through 

child sexual abuse, experienced its immediate and long-term 
effects and ultimately were able to find healing. They’ll meet 
experts who work with children and families and confront 
abuse on a daily basis. Many of these survivors and experts are 
also parents themselves. This program provides opportunity to 
engage in conversations not only about the video but hear what 
communities typically ask, are concerned with and respond to 
the information.

Stewards of Children® is the only nationally distributed program 
with multiple evaluations demonstrating efficacy classified 
as an evidence-based program via the federal agency model 
“Stewards of Children.”

CC
Helping offenders make and maintain 
healthy relationships

Presenters: Lisa Dandescu, M.S. and Elsbeth 
Stebbins
In this session, the importance of forming and maintaining 
healthy relationships, both sexual and nonsexual, among 
sexual offenders will be reviewed. We will present a variety 
of approaches and tools to facilitate a reduction in risk/
meaningful change with sexual offenders who present with 
Dynamic Risk Need in domains (as identified by the Stable 2007 
Dynamic Risk Assessment) affecting the formation and stability 
of relationships. 

ALL Law enforcement panel

Panelists: Barry Folsom, Clark County Sheriff’s 
Office; Genell Price, Yakima County Sheriff’s Office;  
Jamey McGinty, Lewis County Sheriff’s Office
This is an opportunity for interested attendees to ask questions 
of, and have an open discussion with, law enforcement officers 
from various jurisdictions. 

yy Offender Watch Q&A

yy Trauma-informed care

yy Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Children®:  
Part 2

yy Helping offenders make and maintain healthy 
relationships

yy Law enforcement panel  
BREAKOUT K 
May 10 |  9–9:50 a.m.

K
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J LE VS Sexual abuse – through the 
medical eye

Presenter: Lisa Wahl, M.S.N.
This session will cover the following topics:

•	 Discussion of acute versus nonacute medical response to 
sexual abuse

•	 Discussion of the differences of a pediatric versus 
adolescent/adult medical approach

•	 Review of the Sexual Assault Emergency Medical 
Evaluation Washington State Recommended Guidelines 
(with links to access) for all ages

•	 Staying in your lane: medical versus legal responses and 
how the two collaborate

•	 Depictions of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct: 
a brief overview of the clinician’s role in a criminal case

•	 Myth busters: the hymen and the virginity check
•	 The science behind child disclosures of sexual 

victimization

LEO SONAR quarterly meeting

*PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A CLOSED SESSION AND IS INTENDED 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY* 

Quarterly SONAR and Offender Watch user group meeting for 
law enforcement tasked with sex offender registration and 
notification. 

ALL Community Corrections panel

Panelists: Theresa Engdahl, Chad Hettinga, Karen 
Blatman-Byers, Kristine Skipworth, Shantel Ealy
This is an opportunity for interested attendees to ask questions 
of people who work in Community Corrections at various levels. 

TP Making sense of sex offenders and 
what are we talking about? Risk vs. 
threat: Part 1

Presenters: Holly Coryell, Ph.D. and Michael 
O’Connell, Ph.D.
A comprehensive but comprehensible model of sex offending 
that you can use to guide interventions, explain what you are 
doing and engage your clients, their support systems and the 
community. A discussion then follows of the Risk vs. Threat 
Model and its application to assessing treatment progress and 
making release recommendations.  

LP
Mandatory reporting and the Prison 
Rape Elimination Act

Panelists: Kay Heinrich, Ph.D.; Kathleen James; Eric 
Crawford
This session features four panelists who work with mandatory 
reporting and PREA in different ways. Panelists will individually 
share more about what they do, and their experiences, before 
opening the floor for audience questions.

CC
Early Release Date Housing Voucher 
Program

Presenter: Teresa Carlson
This program offered by DOC promotes the successful 
transition from prison to community by assisting in paying 
rent for up to three months following release from prison. The 
offender must exhaust other means of housing first; must lack 
sufficient funds or resources to secure an appropriate address 
and must be sentenced to community supervision following 
prison time. Program acceptance and approval for benefits are 
required to fund a transition plan.

yy Sexual abuse – through the medical eye

yy SONAR quarterly meeting

yy Community Corrections panel

yy Making sense of sex offenders and what are we 
talking about? Risk vs. threat: Part 1

yy Mandatory reporting and the Prison Rape Elimination 
Act

yy Early Release Date Housing Voucher Program

BREAKOUT L 
May 10 |  10–10:50 a.m.

L



53

ALL Closing presentation: WordWatch

Presenter: Mary Laskowski
The words we use to talk about sexual violence influence 
the way we all perceive and respond to the issue. Using 
“unaccountable” language perpetuates a culture where victims 
are blamed and devalued, sexual violence is tolerated and 
perpetrators are not held accountable. This is especially critical 
in the courts, as the language used directly impacts public 
discourse on sexual violence. This presentation will highlight 
how language used in report writing can shape the response 
to sexual assault. The participant will learn how to review 
categories of language to avoid, analyze language usage in 
legal documents and offer alternatives to describe sexual 
assault in a way that more accurately describes the crime.  

LEO SONAR quarterly meeting

*PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A CLOSED SESSION AND IS INTENDED 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY* 

Quarterly SONAR and Offender Watch user group meeting 
for law enforcement members tasked with sex offender 
registration and notification.

TP
Making sense of sex offenders and 
what are we talking about? Risk vs. 
threat: Part 2

Presenters: Holly Coryell, Ph.D. and Michael 
O’Connell, Ph.D.
A comprehensive but comprehensible model of sex offending 
that you can use to guide interventions, explain what you are 
doing and engage your clients, their support systems and the 
community. A discussion then follows of the Risk vs. Threat 
Model and its application to assessing treatment progress and 
making release recommendations.

yy Closing presentation: WordWatch

yy SONAR quarterly meeting

yy Making sense of sex offenders and what are we 
talking about? Risk vs. threat: Part 2  
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