
ERD Housing Voucher 
Program

Washington State Department of Corrections



ERD Housing Voucher Program

 Facilitates release from Prison

 Transitional housing

 Not an early release program.

 Not designed to Combat homelessness

 Promotes successful transition into the community

 Fiscally responsible to release those incarcerated close to their ERD



Must meet criteria- Criteria Worksheet

 Provide a Justification letter

 Agree to Criteria worksheet

 a. lack funds

 b. transitional programming

 c. supervision

 D. facility plan/infractions

 E. Must agree to all tenant rules 
and agreements

 RHS- Regional Housing Specialist 
Reviews CW and letter

 Infractions

 Warrants

 approval



Finding housing – Statewide Housing 
Directory

 Vendor in County where individual wants to release

 Vendor Contacted, info

 Offender interviewed

 Offender Release Plan Submitted



ORP-Offender Release Plan Investigation

 CCO-Community Corrections Officer reads file

 Travels to housing, speaks to manager

 If plan approved, offender must agree to house rules and conditions

 If denied, the process begins again



ERD Housing Voucher Program
What is process to become a Vendor?



ERD Housing Voucher program

 RHS discusses program

 Preliminary Assessment

 Proximity to other DOC approved 
housing

 Google maps location

 Secondary Assessment

 If a go, then 5105-Vendor Vetting Process





5105 Legislation

 5105 Legislation

 Notice sent to local Law Enforcement

 A. Local government given a voice.

 B. Creates process for local 
government to request removal of 
vendor from list. 

 C. DOC must consider concentration of 
housing providers in one area.



Statewide Housing Directory

Vendor Directory listing



Housing Sex Offenders     

 Fear Factor

 Homeless vs. having housing-

 Better for the CCO and the Community

-basic need

-can focus on other needs



ERD Housing Voucher Program

 DOC decision making is guided by public safety and best correctional 
supervision practices

 Several factors are weighed when determining whether or not a prospective 
vendor is to be added to our housing directory

 Input-local government

 Input – local DOC office

 Community safety concerns

 Best Correctional practices

 Quality of housing vendor

 Housing need for the special population

 Concentration of other special housing in surrounding area
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