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The Landscape

• People in prostitution are consistently among 
the most vulnerable in society…

• 85%+ sexually abused as children.
• Most entered prostitution as minors, usually 

between 12-15 years old
• 72% reported past or current homelessness
• Disproportionately minorities

*For references, see endingexploitation.com3



Minor Victims By Race – 2011-2016
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Comparing Race Of Minor Victims To 
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The Landscape

• … And yet also experience tremendous violence 
and harm in prostitution

• 73% - physically assaulted
• 64-83% - threatened w/ weapon
• 53-62% - raped (~half of those more than 5x)
• PTSD rate higher than combat veterans
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Scope of Exploitation In King County

• Seattle/King County : Estimated 300 – 500 
children in prostitution (Boyer, 2008)

• Since April 2014, 488 unique referrals of at 
risk/commercially sexually exploited youth 
referred to the Bridge Collaborative

• 75 minor victims from charged cases in the last 
5 years; 37% were under the age of 16.(*)

*KCPAO data 2011-20167
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Ending Exploitation Collaborative
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http://seattleagainstslavery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff3c425f7c3da10c3e6f6b97f&id=c50c84028d&e=30d045ff9a
http://seattleagainstslavery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff3c425f7c3da10c3e6f6b97f&id=c50c84028d&e=30d045ff9a
http://seattleagainstslavery.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ff3c425f7c3da10c3e6f6b97f&id=8b596a4d46&e=30d045ff9a
http://seattleagainstslavery.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=ff3c425f7c3da10c3e6f6b97f&id=8b596a4d46&e=30d045ff9a


The Seattle/King County Model

Exploited Persons Exploiters

• Reduce involvement 
in system

• Offer services

• Establish 
alternatives

• Prevention

• Disruption

• Intervention

• Accountability

Build Constructive Public Awareness
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Why focus on demand?

• Buyers are directly and indirectly responsible for 
all of the harm experienced by prostituted 
people

• Prevalence of violence in sex buying
• Social justice
• Demand drives the exploitation

– No buyers, no business
– No business, no exploitation of vulnerable persons



Scope of Exploitation In King County

• Web sites where commercial sex is available
– 100+ websites
– Backpage: 34,000 ads per month for March, April, May

• In 2014 ASU concluded there were 6800 buyers 
soliciting sex on one site in 24 hours

• One local review site had 15,000-20,000 members

• Detectives will get 200-250 responses to 
prostitution ads in 2 hours

• 204 arrests in 8 days at a single fake massage 
parlor



How Demand Drives The Market
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Or… In A Sex Buyer’s Words…
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Sex Buying is 
an individual 
behavioral 
problem
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Society

Sex Buying 
is also a 
social 
problem. 
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Who are the buyers?

• Arrested buyers have usually purchased more 
than once (sometimes up to 1000x)

• Heavy pornography use
• Prevalence of other issues (e.g. depression)
• However, only about 5% have a deviant 

diagnosis
• Come from all professions: executives, pastors, 

teachers, lawyers, tech, laborers, etc.
• Come from all races/ethnicities, but very white 



White 80%

Asian 9%

Hispanic 6%
African American 

5% 

Sex Buyers of Minors by Race – 2013-
2016

(N = 172)



Comparing Race Of Buyers Of Minors To 
General Population In King County
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How Cases Are Handled

• Two primary types: sting and live victim
• Sexual Deviancy Evaluation
• If no hands on offenses against minors, then 

negotiations
• Variables: 

– Age of offender
– History – social and criminal
– Prior offenses (buying, CP, etc.)

• Challenge: SDE cost, time, and relevance
26



Resolutions

• For stings: Attempted CSAM – 16.25 – 21 
months

• Felony CMIP + Promoting Prostitution 2
• 8 months work release
• 12 months CC
• Treatment, SSE class, registration
• No contact orders
• $5000 fee – RCW 9.68A.105
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Resolutions, cont.

• For live victim: CSAM
• Assault 2 + Patronizing
• 3-9 months work release
• 12 months unsupervised probation
• Treatment, SSE class
• No contact orders
• $5000 fee – RCW 9.68A.105
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Government and Services Sector 

• Laws, policies and practices that:
– Develop and maintain robust exit services for 

people who have been exploited
– Promote men’s accountability to end sex buying
– Support community education to change social 

norms
• Example: Proclamation, SSE
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Buyers Use Search Engines To Buy Sex
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How can we reach online buyers?
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Online Deterrence

• Avg 100,000 impressions a month on Google
– Approx 2% click-through rate to website
– Most common time for click-through was 2 p.m.

• Over 2,000,000 impressions since campaign 
began
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Prevention education shifts attitudes

High School College Community
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Why Employers?

1. Buyers are employed by reputable 
organizations

2. Employers can change buyer behaviors
3. Employers can interrupt sexual exploitation 

(on properties, in products or services)
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BEST Employers Alliance 
30 partners with over 200,000 employees
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Why Engage The Health Sector?

• Sex buying is a harmful practice of gender-
based violence and both an individual and 
public health problem

• Violence prevention: Male buyers are the direct 
and indirect cause of the harm

• Surveillance function: understanding motivations 
to get at prevention
– 67% of sex buyers want to stop
– Sex buying as symptom of other issues
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Opportunities

• Move model away from a singular focus on Harm 
Reduction

• Integrate those strategies into a holistic model of 
Violence Prevention

• Example: incorporating GBV into anti-trafficking 
violence prevention curricula (e.g. SOAR training 
or sexual assault prevention on campus)
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Health Providers

• Reach sex buyers through health system
– Doctor’s offices
– STD clinics
– Counseling services

• Providers should make the referral to an 
appropriate resource 
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EndingExploitation.com
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